
 

Progress and Attainment - Early Years Foundation Stage (EYFS) – 2016/17 
 
Outcomes for 2016-17 evidenced that pupils in our EYFS classes continue to make outstanding 
progress across the three Prime Areas of Learning and significant progress in the four Specific Areas 
of Learning. Children are baselined using the EYFS Development Matters within the first half term 
following admission and Individual Learning Intentions are established to support assessment whilst 
preparing for Education, Health and Care Plans, enabling a thorough profile of children’s needs to 
inform the EHCP completion. Once outcomes are established from EHCP’s, Individual Learning 
Intentions are written to enable children to achieve their outcomes in a small-step journey.  
 
Observations and electronic learning journeys pave the way to evidencing progress. A new 
assessment and information tool known as ‘Tapestry’ is currently being introduced. This promotes 
parent involvement and continuous progress can be evidenced through the use of video, photo and 
written evidence that can be uploaded via an App by school and families. 
 
A highly skilled and efficient team within Early Years is essential to supporting increasing pupil 
numbers and continuous admissions throughout the year. The team is cohesive and effective, led 
and coordinated by two Senior Nursery Nurses when the teacher is addressing Leadership 
responsibilities. One of our Senior Nursery Nurses is training to be an EYFS Teacher and has taken 
on additional responsibilities this year. 
 
Additional teaching assistants join the team as pupil numbers increase and mentoring and training 
needs are monitored by the rest of the team to ensure safety and care needs are met to support the 
pupils.  
 
Children and their families are supported during transition into school and flexibility and sensitivity is 
key to reassurance and laying the foundations of positive partnerships with parents. This is so 
important to ensuring trusting and collaborative relationships with parents from the start of their 
child’s Bedelsford journey and staff are highly skilled in fusing these connections. 
 
The introduction of an additional Early Years class to support pupils in their transition to Key Stage 1 
last academic year enabled our younger pupils to continue to learn through play based activities 
whilst adjusting to longer and increasingly structured days. This supported their learning development 
as they transferred to the Primary Department of the school and the class developed into an 
environment of positive child-centred learning where the children built on their learning experiences 
to support their self-esteem and learning styles in preparation for their dissemination to peer 
appropriate Primary classes.  
 
The introduction of Forest School activities for our younger pupils has additionally been a great 
success and provides them with the opportunities to discover the wonder of nature and the sensory 
outdoor environment. This area of learning is being developed further this coming year with a 
bespoke area identified in the school grounds. 

 


