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Headteacher’s News

Dear Parents and Carers
A very full and exciting term here at Bedelsford with many new experiences for children and staff teams all themed
on ’Around the World’, Transport and Travel. Our PGL and first overseas residential to France added to the quality
of experience and students were able to visit William the Conqueror’s Castle which houses the Domesday Book
and the Eiffel Tower as part of their experience. They loved being able to access such high places and use their
communication aids or voices to speak French! Early Years and Primary enjoyed accessing many differing forms of
transport and world experiences through play and a wonderful Hollywood themed Prom for our KS4 and 6 TH Form
students celebrated the achievements of the year.
Our Summer Shows were based around ‘Music through the Decades’ and much fun was had choosing and sharing
musical genres from times gone by. We also held a successful Bridgefest again this year and it was inspiring to see
our school band ‘The Spiders’ performing on the outdoor stage. Thank you to all those who came and supported
on the day.
In addition, and after much hard work from the whole school community over the past two years we are delighted
to have been awarded our Gold Artsmark celebrating all our artistic, creative and performing arts achievements. A
particular thank you to Andrea Williams for collating all the evidence over time for us to achieve this goal.
As always at this time of you we will sadly be saying goodbye to some students and staff who are moving to
pastures new. We wish Jordan, Amyas, Leon and Youn Young every success as they continue their learning at
Orchard Hill College from September and Dylan and Adam every opportunity and enjoyment of learning as they
move to their new schools. Congratulations to Barry New who is going to be Assistant Head at a new school and
we wish Caroline best wishes for the future. James Earl has really taken our Curriculum theme for the term to
heart and is going to be travelling the world for the next few months starting in Brazil. We wish him safety in
travel.
Thank you to all our wonderful staff and dedicated support teams who work to ensure the best possible outcomes
for pupils. It is a privilege to work with such amazing and inspirational pupils each day.
May I wish you all a fantastic and sunny Summer and we look forward to seeing pupils back in school on
Wednesday September 4th

Kind Regards

Julia James

Our task regarding creativity, is to help children climb their own mountains as high as possible.
No one can do more – Loris Malaguzzi
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AUTUMN TERM 2019
Inset Day

Tuesday 3rd September

Pupils – Return to school

Wednesday 4th September

BSA Event Calendar Meeting

Tuesday 17th September

Governors’ Meeting

Thursday 19th September (17.00-20.00)

Harvest Festival at Bedelsford School

Wednesday 2nd October
Primary (9.30am-10.45am)
Secondary (11.00am-11.45am)

TWILIGHT for Staff

Monday 14th October

Black History Week

Monday 14th – Friday 18th October

Music & Quiz Evening in aid of AAC

Saturday 19th October (6.30-10.00pm)

Coffee Morning Primary & Secondary in aid of

Thursday 17th October (10.00am-11.30am)

McMillian’s
October Half term

Monday 28th October – Friday 1st November

Pupils return to school

Monday 4th November

BSA Mufti Day 1 – Christmas

Friday 1st November

Remembrance Day

Monday 11th November

BSA Mufti Day 2 – Christmas

Thursday 14th November

Coffee afternoon & Hamper wrapping

Thursday 14th November (13.30pm-15.20pm)

Parents’ Evening / BSA AGM Meeting

Wednesday 27th November (16.00pm-18.30pm)

Governors’ Meeting

Thursday 28th November (17.00-20.00)

BSA Mufti Day 3 – Pupil Fair

Friday 29th November

Pupils Christmas Fair

Wednesday 4th December (09.30am-11.30am)

Christmas Production Primary

Tuesday 10th December
(10.00am-11.00am) and (13.45pm-14.45pm)

TWILIGHT for Staff

Wednesday 11th December

EYFS Nativity Performance

Thursday 12th December (10.00am-12.00pm)

Christmas Production Secondary

Friday 13th December
(10.00am-11.00am) and (13.45pm-14.45pm)

Carol Service St. John’s Church

Monday 16th December (10.00am-11.30am)

Christmas Lunch & Jumper Day

Thursday 19th December (12.30pm-13.30pm)

Last day of term - Staff Panto

Friday 20th December
Pupils finish school at 13.45pm
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Meerkats News
A busy and fun term in Meerkats, focusing our learning on “Travel”. This has included learning about different modes of
transport and making our home corner into a make believe garage, where we had lots of fun pretending to be mechanics.
During the second half of this term, we have been learning about different places to travel to on our holidays. We made our own
passports and focused on a different country every week – we went all around the world!
Summer term is such a wonderful time to enjoy the outdoors and we have taken advantage of the generally good weather we
have been having by doing lots of learning through play outside. Giant bubbles have been our favourite!
Wishing you all a lovely, sunny holiday.
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Elephants News
This summer term in Elephants Class, we have been learning about ‘Transport and Travel’. We’ve been very
busy with preparations for our fantastic summer show and we loved sharing our learning during ‘Our
Learning Journey Live’.
We love transport in Elephants class and we had lots of fun role playing different drivers and operators in
our play. We also love holidays in our class and it we love asking questions about holidays using our PODD
books and other forms of communication!
We hope that you all have a wonderful summer holiday and we can’t wait to hear about your adventures1
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Giraffes News

We have had a very busy and fun Summer Term. We have enjoyed lots of work at school, particularly Music where
we prepared for our Summer Show. We have also enjoyed sensory stories and messy play this term. We had a lovely
Sport’s Day and lots of our families came to join us. As part of our around the world topic we ‘visited’ lots of different
countries (mainly where we are all from) and looked at food, clothing, music and stories from lots of different
countries.
We really loved the ‘Bubble Lady’ who came to visit, especially the large bubbles we could climb into. We have also
had a dance workshop, and seen a production of The Jungle Book.
We went to Hobbledown Farm which was a lovely day, as well as going to Build a Bear where we got to choose our
own bear and sound effect.
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Hippos News
Hippos have has a fantastic Summer Term. We have been very busy with a range of end of year activities. We thoroughly
enjoyed both rehearsing and performing for our Summer Show.
During the summer term we had ‘Get Active Week’ and participated in a range of activities. Here are some of our best
moments: Ice skating was a real hit; we were very confident when trying new sports.

Parachute games were a favourite of ours. We did some lovely turn taking and singing during group activities.

We had a fantastic time at Chessington. We had a great picnic and tried lots of rides. We visited the aquarium and zoo.

We have had a fantastic year in Hippo class. We wish you a fun and relaxing summer.
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Zebras News
Zebras have had a fantastic summer term that has flown by. We began by studying and signing the book, ‘Handa’s Surprise’.
The students enjoyed role playing all the animals that take fruit from the basket. We worked on patterns, counting, and
sorting with the story as well. The second half of the term found us ‘travelling’ to different countries around the world. We
visited the USA, Peru, China, Bangladesh, Scotland, and Italy. We got to see animals, eat food, try outfits, hear music, and
expand our worldview, all with a stamp in the passport! We participated in the panathlon at Chessington School, went to
Chessington World of Adventures, did a swinging 50s production, and had so much fun! Now, we have a well-deserved
summer holiday. Enjoy every minute!
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Lions News
Our Summer Term has been incredibly busy for everyone in Lions Class with multiple class and whole
school activities. Our topic this term has been looking at going around the world and we have had the
wonderful chance to experience various different areas of the world, with our first couple of weeks
looking at the book “The Boy Who Spoke To The Earth”.
Following the journey of a boy who decides to go on a search for happiness, we have explored various
different areas of the world and focused on the beauty that is around us. From there we have
explored various different textures and colours, from the hard rocky surfaces of the Grand Canyon,
to the vast colours of the Northern Lights. We have also explored what made us happy as well.

Lions Class took part in the primary summer performance entitled ‘Music Through the Ages’, in which
they performed to various different hits from the 90s. Lions Class took part in a vote to decide which
songs they were going to perform to and even came up with some of the dance moves themselves.

From all of Lions, thank you for supporting us during this last year and have a great holiday!
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Quartz News
This summer term our sensory stories and topic linked activities provided lots of opportunities for multisensory learning, such as our fun trip to Kew Gardens at the beginning of this term where we experienced
the different features of plants from around the world in an informative workshop. Our whole school trip to
Chessington World of Adventures was so exciting and it was especially fun going on some of the rides and
just being outdoors on such a gloriously sunny day with our friends. Experiencing the magical journey our
caterpillars made as they changed into butterflies was such an amazing experience, as well as a performance
by a bassoonist and cellist from the Worshipful Company of Musicians. We ended the term with our Bridge
Festival and our fantastic summer show celebrating the fifties with music and dance!
Wishing you all a happy summer holiday!
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Emeralds News
This Summer term our topic has been ‘Around the World’ and we have enjoyed learning
about different countries and cultures. We have also been experiencing and identifying
hot and cold items. We have been very lucky and have had lots of visitors to the school
with various workshops and performances. A highlight for Emeralds in the first half of
the summer term was our skiing trip to Sandown in Esher where the whole class was
supported to ski down the slopes in either a stand up or sit down ski. The second half of
the summer term has been very busy. We took part in the summer performance entitled;
‘Music Through the Ages’ where we chose to centre our performance around three songs
from the 00’s. Another highlight was Bridgefest where the whole school was able to join
together to celebrate a year of hard work. We also had lots of trips out including to
Chessington World of Adventures which was a fun day for the whole school. We were also
very lucky to have a Japanese Tea Ceremony led by an expert.
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Sapphire News
Another great term of learning, experiences and lots of fun too! This term our topic was ‘Around the World’
where our Literacy Project was to send Flat Stanley/Flat Sally to family and friends around the world and they
both seemed to have had a wonderful adventure.
In Science we learnt about plants and planted our vegetables and wild flowers. We had fun in ‘Chessington
World of Adventures’ and ‘Sports Day’ too. But the highlight has to be ‘Bridge Fest’ and the ‘water fun’ too. We
wish everyone a wonderful and relaxing Summer.
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Diamond News
This obviously isn’t a summer photo but it is my favourite picture of almost the whole
class from this year. Diamonds have had a great year, a busy year, that we made it
through together with lots of fun and laughter along the way. As class teacher this is my
last form group at Bedelsford School (as I am moving to pastures new) and I couldn’t
have hoped for a lovelier group of students and a wonderful staff team. To all the students I hope you have fun in your new classes and enjoy your new teachers too. We are
all thinking of our friend Alfie and wish him good health and a speedy return to school.
Finally have a wonderful summer break and fingers crossed that our paths will cross
again in the future.
With my head and heart full of great memories,
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6th Form Eagles News
Eagles have had a multitude of adventures, fun and learning this year which has been brilliantly rounded off in our
summer term.
Our highlights have included: Successful college transitions, finishing accreditations, our trip to France, and sharing
our success at our leavers prom with some friends from Dysart. What an amazing term and end to a fantastic year!
As we look forward to our next academic year we say a huge good luck and good bye to our four leavers. We are
so proud of you all.
Thank you for all of your support we wish you a relaxing summer!
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6th Form Owls News
Owls have had a brilliantly sunny Summer Term!
After a gruelling first half-term, we completed our academic work for the year and have all attained in line with our hopes for the
year. That allowed us to change gear for Summer 2 and we’ve had quite the celebration!
Of course, there was the Sixth Form trip to France- a week away at a French farm enjoying the swimming pool, French cuisine and a
whole lot of social time. Some of us even got as far as the Eiffel Tower!
With preparation before and performance after our trip, we took a star turn in the summer production with a song we recorded
ourselves. We really enjoyed the process including the arty set designs and dressing up in our animal costumes!
In the run down to the end of the year, we’ve communally enjoyed a wonderful prom, in collaboration with Dysart School where we
were presented with our certificates for the year. We’ve also had a chance to celebrate at the AMAZING Bridgefest and a series of
in-class birthday parties.
I’m sure we’ll all look forward to a well-earned break and be excited to resume our relationships in the Autumn. However, that brings
us to less exuberant note- we are saying good bye to three Owls this Summer and wish all three of them the absolute best for their
next steps at Orchard Hill College.
(I’d also like to add my personal good-bye as my four-year stint at Bedelsford comes to and end with this academic year. Thank you to
all the students, staff, governors and friends of the school that have made this such a proud and entertaining period of my life. See
you soon, I hope!)
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Art Box

ART BOX first started in January 2018 and we have done a lot of ART since then. Each session opens with “I
WONDER – what’s TODAY – in Samuel’s ART BOX!” Is it a toy? Is it a story? Is it a famous artist? Is it a splash
of water?!!” Primary pupils did their display in the school hall all about Impressionism. Vincent’s most famous sunflowers have been faked many times. Then each decided to either take their work home or to
make money by selling them. Chocolate was shared with all students and some money was raised for the
BSA. The follow up display has been done by Secondary students showing art that was inspired by Wassily
Kandinsky, Henry Rousseau and David Hockney. 6th Form Eagles class worked hard towards their ambitious
Ascentis targets. Owls and Emerald students painted fascinating cubist self-portraits and talked about Pablo
Picasso. A map was made as to where the famous artist was born, where he lived and where we live. During
the Bridgefest ART BOX hosted an Art Prize. Natalie Kay who is Participation Curator at Stanley Picker Gallery was the leading judge and the award was won by Diamond class.
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Communication in the Community

The AAC group have been very busy this term researching three places in Kingston which they chose to visit: Tiger
Tiger, Primark and McDonalds!
In order to go to these places, they had to practise using their communication aids to ask an assistant when they
could find an item, then go to the till in order to pay for it and ask for a receipt.
Everyone had fun and everyone managed to buy something. In McDonalds, those that were unable to partake in
the eating and drinking ordered for a staff member what they thought they might like or the adult told them what
they would like.
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The Work of a Senior Enrichment TA
Since the middle of January I have been working the ‘formal pathway’ pupils across the school enriching their work in English,
Reading and Maths.
The library, which now incorporates the reading scheme books, has become a well used space where I can work one-to-one or in
small groups.
The pupils from Meerkats up to Sapphires Class have been working on their reading skills and extension work in Maths and English.
All the pupils have benefitted from these sessions and I have liased with the class teachers about their progress.
I will be continuing this work during the next school year.
Suzzanne Horne
Senior Enrichment Teaching Assistant

Authors in the School!
The following little story was written by Daniel (Lions Class) and Yaseen (Hippos class).
In order to write the story, they had to find EVERY word on their communication aid! This was not an easy task, and often
we would have to look up where to locate the icon, then check they had remembered by the end of the session.
Both boys worked extremely hard, enjoying the activity and learning so much in the process as did Suzzanne and myself.
We filmed the boys reading their story and showed it to the staff and then they read it in assembly.
Well done Daniel and Yaseen, so very proud of you!
The Cow in the Pool
It started with a scream! I ran to the sound of a splash. I saw a spider. I saw a cow in a farm.
Yaseen the mischief maker had left the fire doors open!
The teacher screamed because a cow had come in through the doors and fallen into the swimming pool!
The children thought it was funny BUT the boss was confused and annoyed, he was surprised by the amount of poo
floating in the water!
The boss was angry and sad, but the cow who was splashing in the hydro pool was really happy because she was excited
as it was her first time in a swimming pool.
The cow drank the water and her tummy rumbled like a bear!
The cow needed help so the boss called 999 for the police and the fire fighters to get her out.
The End
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Occupational Therapy
We’ve all heard of OT, but what exactly does an OT do?
OT is concerned with those activities which make up a child or young person’s daily life, such as play, eating
and drinking and coming to school. These skills are often called “functional” and can be broken down into
three areas:

Leisure: play, hobbies, watching tv

Self-care: getting dressed, using the toilet,
eating and drinking

Productivity: communication,
learning, caring for others

Who are the OT’s at Bedelsford?
Funding for children to see an OT at
Bedelsford can be a bit complex and
depends on where you live. There are 3
separate OT teams in school which
makes it easier for the school to make
sure they get the funding they need.
Although the teams are funded separately, the OT’s work together to share
skills and expertise.

Team

OT’s

See students who live
in…….

OCHAT

David Murtag Vaccancy

Richmond & Hounslow

The Sensory
Smart Child

Becca Fortescuse
Surrey, Hammersmith and
Nicole Searle (OTA) Fulham, Wandsworth,
Kelly Yee
Sutton, Merton

Afc

Eleanor Johnson

Kingston

Rachel Allen
Kat is the school OT Assistant who works with all

students.
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Music News

Our second Bridgefest took place on Friday 5th July. Our entire school celebrated a year’s worth of hard
work by embracing the festival experience for the day out on the bridge next to school. Such festivities
included our very own Staff choir, the Amazing Spiders, made up of some of our fantastically talented
pupils, Beatfox, Derek the pianist and The Boogie Monsters. Becky (EYFS) and Lawrence (Music) paired
up to sing some of our favourite tunes. Entertaining us on the day we also had a Circus Performer and
a fabulous face painter from Glitterlicious. Hope you enjoyed seeing her work on the children’s faces!

Swimming/Musical Hydrotherapy News
Again this year has been a fabulous year in the swimming pool .
The continuous delivery of Musical hydro therapy has been successful.
We also have more independent swimmers proving that the children are happy and fully engaged during their
swimming sessions.
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Physiotherapy News
The Physiotherapy team are happy to announce that Laura Thompson has joined their team. Welcome
Laura! She will be working with us Mon-Wed. Sadly this means we are saying goodbye to Ruth Chaput and
Charlotte Baigent who are moving to the Moor Lane Centre in order to develop their skills in the early years
and mainstream school settings.
Physiotherapy to class allocations for 2019-20
Meercats - Sylvine & Vicky
Elephants - Laura
Giraffes - Vicky
Hippos - Caroline
Zebras - Vicky
Lions - Jette
Quartz - Jette
Sapphire - Laura
Emerald - Jette
Diamond - Laura
6th form - Jette & Vicky
Wheelchair clinic - Sylvine
Orthotics clinic RBK - Vicky
The Innowalk has been a great success and several children have had the benefit of using it whilst staff have
undergone their competency training. Next term we will start 6 week blocks with selected children on a
priority basis. We will also carry on running our trike sessions. You will be informed if your children are
selected for these sessions but do speak to your allocated therapist regarding this if you are interested and
feel they would be of benefit to your child.
Have a wonderful summer.
Sylvine, Caroline, Vicky, Ruth, Jette, Charlotte, Laura & Matt
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WISHING YOU ALL A VERY
HAPPY SUMMER HOLDIAY
FROM THE STAFF AND
PUPILS AT BEDELSFORD SCHOOL

