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Headteacher’s News 

 

Dear Parents and Carers  

 

 

 

 

Welcome to our Summer Newsletter at the end of a quite extraordinary year where we have all 

certainly had to learn to ‘dance in the rain’. I wanted to thank every member of the school      

community. Our amazing staff, families and pupils who have all come together throughout this 

time and shown remarkable resilience and enthusiasm even though everything changed and we 

had to work very differently. Becky and Carly have highlighted later in this newsletter some of the 

amazing achievements by children in their Departments and it has been incredible to see the 

home working learning and developments shared on our Evidence for Learning. This has        

enabled us to celebrate some very special moments and achievements with children both in 

school and at home and I was pleased to award every child with a Certificate and medal at the 

end of this term for something they had personally achieved. We had a wonderful and very    

moving Leavers’ Assembly and it was fantastic to see how the students have matured and are 

now ready for their College years. We are all so proud of their individual achievements and look 

forward to hearing how they continue to grow and learn in the years to come.  

We are very excited about our Summer projects and both the playgrounds as well as our       

Sensory Garden will be continuing to be refreshed over the Summer break. Thank you to all 

those who have already sent in their painted or coloured bugs for our Sensory Garden            

project – please continue to send these in so that we can complete the garden over the Summer. 

We also have a second lift being fitted and this will give much improved access to our Second 

Floor areas. 

We have had fantastic support from our local community including Sewing for Kingston who 

have made sure we have had plenty of additional cloth masks for everyone, Mick Jacobs who 

has continued to ensure our children can enjoy their Sporting activities in their bubbles, Tim and 

Carmen who have been amazing at providing the wonderful ‘Wow’ Music sessions each day that 

have uplifted our whole community and enabled children to see their friends at home as well as 

those in school. We are so pleased that these will continue over the Summer for any who wish to 

so please join in if you can. 

It remains for me to wish you a very happy, safe and healthy summer and I look forward to     

seeing everyone back at school in September.   

Kind Regards 

Julia James 
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Inset Days (Staff only) Wednesday 2nd - Friday 4th September 

Pupils return to School  Monday 7th September 

Jeans for Genes Day Friday 18th September 

BSA Event Calendar Meeting Tuesday 22nd September 

McMillan’s Coffee Morning                         

Primary & Secondary 

Friday 25th September (9.45-11.30 am) 

Harvest Festival Wednesday 30th September                                                     

Primary (9.30-10.45 am)  Secondary (11.00-11.45 am) 

Science Week Monday 12th - Friday 16th October  

Black History Week Monday 19th - Friday 23rd October 

BSA Mufti Day 1 - Christmas  Friday 23rd October 

October Half Term Monday 26th October - Friday 30th October 

Inset Day Monday 2nd November 

Pupils return to school Tuesday 3rd November 

Remembrance Day  Friday 6th November 

SEMHC Wellbeing Week for Staff/Students Monday 9th -  Friday 13th November 

BSA Mufti Day 2 - Christmas Thursday 12th November 

Coffee Afternoon & Hamper Wrapping Thursday 12th November (13.30-15.20 pm) 

Parents’ Evening / BSA AGM Meeting Wednesday 18th November (15.45-18.30 pm) 

Pupil Activity Christmas Fair Wednesday 2nd December (9.30-11.30 a.m.) 

Christmas Production Primary Thursday 3rd December (10.00-11.00 am) and (13.45-14.45pm) 

EYFS Nativity Performance Monday 7th December (10.00 am - 12.00 pm) 

Carol Service St John’s Church Monday 14th December (10.00—11.30 am) 

Christmas Raffle Draw Monday 14th December 

Christmas Lunch (Children only) and    

Jumper Day 

Tuesday 15th December (12.30-13.30pm) 

Last day of term—Staff Panto Friday 18th December 

Pupils finish school at 13.45 pm 

AUTUMN TERM 2020 



 

A Message from our Head of Primary and Early Years 

 

 

What an unusual term we have had this Summer term. The Worldwide situation has certainly presented us 

with challenges we could never foresee for our pupils, families and staff, but, in typical Bedelsford style, we 

have risen to the challenges and discovered how creative thinking and dedication to ensuring the very best 

for our children has actually resulted in a fun and enriching term for all, whether we are in school or learning 

at home. 

Whilst following health and safety guidelines and protocols in school we have made best use of the spaces 

we have to provide pupils in school with opportunities to practice lots of outdoor learning. Many classes have 

been experiencing the wonder of nature and using tools to create natural art from branches, leaves, flowers 

and plants. These sessions have been very enjoyable for all and plans to extend outdoor learning                 

opportunities across the departments will be promoted to continue the success of these learning experiences 

this term.  Many classes have been also using the outdoor spaces and good weather to take core subject   

lessons outside and the children’s engagement and focus during these has been clearly evident.  

The pupils in the Primary department have been so amazingly accepting of the difference in how school runs 

on a daily basis – from their arrivals in the morning and seeing staff wearing PPE to learning about social    

distancing and end of term assemblies outdoors. Pupils in school have had   opportunities to see their friends 

through Zoom sessions and catch up on what everyone has been up to while being at home. We have had 

stories and songs shared during these sessions and seen lots of smiling faces on our screens, which has just 

been lovely. 

Pupils have been sharing time in their new classes for the last few weeks of term and have settled so      

seamlessly into their new classrooms and with their new peers, teachers and staff, in preparation for their 

return to school in September, when we hope to all be together once again in more settled and reassuring 

times.  

I would just like to add my own personal thanks to the amazing staff team who have continued to provide our 

pupils with smiles, care and reassurance throughout this last term and wishes of every success to my          

colleague Carly Murphy, Head of Secondary and 6th Form Department, who sadly leaves us at the end of this 

term for a new position.  

Wishing you all a very peaceful, safe and happy Summertime break. 

 

Becky Clowes – Head of Primary Department and Early Years 
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A Message from our Head of 6th Form and Secondary 

 

Hello All! 

 

We made it! A huge thank you to every Secondary student, family and staff member. You have all 

played such a huge part of making this year a success for Bedelsford. 

This term we have continued to display our resilience and creativity. We have had great fun          

continuing our learning within our Sports topic, as well as ensuring that we are looking after our  

well-being and adapting to new ways of being. 

Our recovery curriculum has really helped us on this journey and enabled the students to continue 

their learning within familiar activities. 

During this term we have held Bedelsford’s first socially distanced sports day which was a huge    

success and enjoyable for all in school, as well as at home. 

We have continued our class Zooms as well as enjoying the amazing Tim and his daily sessions. It has 

been so wonderful to see everyone together within these times and as Tim’s sessions continue into 

the Summer, I am sure the fun will continue. 

Our Year 14’s have also completed and obtained their accreditations despite Covid!  

Huge congratulations, you should all feel very proud of your achievements. 

The end of this academic year brings a sad goodbye to our leavers: Orlaith, Shamugi, Umar, Keane 

and Josh.  Goodbye’s always bring exciting new beginnings and we send our leavers away with lots 

of luck and fond memories; safe in the knowledge they are ready to start their amazing new      

chapters. 

This also brings me on to say a fond farewell, as I will be leaving Bedelsford school after three years. 

Thank you for all of your support over this time. It has been such a privilege to work as part of      

Bedelsford’s team and I wish everyone well for the new academic year. 

I hope you all have a wonderful and restful Summer. Stay safe. 

Best wishes for the future, 

Mrs Murphy 
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Meerkats News 
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Pupils in Meerkats have shown such amazing resilience and adaptability during this unusual term. Many 
have been spending time at home, doing their learning with their Mums and Dads, and sharing their       
experiences with us through pictures and videos sent to us on Evidence for Learning. What brilliant   
teachers all you Mums and Dads are! We have had some wonderful examples of how effective home   
learning can be. We have had some opportunities to meet one another through Zoom sessions and our    
pupils have been happily joining in with songs and stories and sharing experiences and objects of interest 
with us all. It has been great to see everyone looking so safe and well. 

More recently we have welcomed some pupils back to Meerkats in school and we have been having lots of 
fun using the extra space and the outdoors as we get used to coming back into school and settling into a 
new routine. It has been different and sometimes sad to not see all our friends and teachers and we miss 
having our whole Meerkats family in school. However, happily we have welcomed a new pupil into our class 
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Elephants News 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The pupils in Elephants Class have been learning about ‘Minibeasts’ and ‘Woodlands and Parks’ since the 
beginning of lockdown. Some pupils have been taking part in school based activities whilst others have  
engaged with home learning pack activities. Our pupils in school have had lots of fun engaging with Forest 
School activities and engaging in rebound therapy sessions. 

It has been really cool to see some of our friends away from school during our daily ‘Tim and Carmen’   
sessions. We’ve loved using our skills to make props to join in with the fun music! 

We hope that you all have a restful and peaceful summer holiday and look forward to learning with you in 
school again soon. 
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Giraffes News 

Over the last couple of terms, it has been great to see and hear about all the different things that every student 
in Giraffes Class has been up to! Everyone at school has taken the chance to get involved with various       
different projects and has been thoroughly getting into it. We have been working on projects involving colours, 
such as painting rainbows, having water play with different coloured water, working on our switch work and 
many other fun activities. Throughout the terms we’ve taken every opportunity to spend some time outside 
when the weather has been nice and taken as many opportunities as possible to work on our physical         
development.  
 
For every child in Giraffes Class we’ve sent home the happiness bags and learning packs, with lots of fun    
activities to do with our siblings and parents. I want to extend a thank you to everyone for all the great work 
you’ve done to help support your child and make this time run as smoothly as possible.  
 
On sports day we had an exciting time, with races against Zebra class, along with parachute and phsyibods    
in the afternoon! Everyone cheered for each other and joined in with all the games. We’ve kept up our       
communication skills, having weekly sessions with SALT and using Eye Gaze several times a week. 
 
Something that we’ve looked forward to is our daily sessions with Tim and Carmen and seeing everyone on 
there has been delightful. It’s great to see how well everyone is doing in school and at home. 
 
From Giraffes Team, we hope that you have a wonderful summer holiday and we can’t wait to welcome      
everyone back to school in September! 
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Hippos News 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Over the course of the school closure it has been a pleasure to see everyone settle into new routines, whether at school or 

at home.  During this period a range of homework has been sent to families with links to our intended Summer curriculum.  

It has been a pleasure to see so many photos and videos on Evidence for Learning with all the fun activities you have been 

working on at home.  

It has been lovely to catch up with families and pupils using a range of media.  During our time at school daily Zoom sessions 

with Tim have been a fun and creative opportunity to maintain contact with one another. It was a joy to see so many       

fantastic props and costumes used, and a lovely chance to see everyone and their families.  We have also enjoyed a range of 

Zoom EHCP meetings, which has provided us with opportunities to share pupils’ success over the short course of the       

academic year 

For pupils at school- Social, Emotional and Mental Health has underpinned all of our learning activities.  We have spent a lot 

of time doing our favourite activities and building new friendships within our class bubbles. Over the course of the term, we 

have enjoyed using the trampoline on a regular basis; as well as developing our IT skills through the use of the Magic Carpet.                                              

We have continued to have our usual Sports Day celebrations. Pupils had a great time in their class bubbles where we joined 

in with a range of games.  We utilised our outside space by joining with Lions’ class to have some races with each other.  

Everyone showed great sportsmanship by cheering on all of our friends. Table cricket is amongst one of our favourite      

activities at school- we had a great time joining in with activities provided by Mick Jacobs, who we often have during the 

school period in addition to Sports Day.  This was followed by a picnic lunch with our friends.  

 
Over the course of the term pupils have adjusted so well to changes in their routines. It has been a pleasure to see all of the 
fun and hands-on activities pupils have tried this term as well as attempting new activities.    
 
I wish you all a lovely summer holiday and look forward to seeing the pupils arrive back to school in September.  
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Zebras News 
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This Summer Term at Bedelsford School we have all experienced a difficult time as we have gone through something 

new for everyone. Therefore, we all had to adapt to do things differently to what we were used to. For our children in 

Zebra Class, as they had to continue their academic year at home, they received resources to continue with their learn-

ing and they have been working on different topics. At the beginning of the term, children learnt about growing plants 

through the story “Jack and the Beanstalk” and growing their own seeds, observing them as the weeks passed by. Later 

in the term, children learnt with the story “Goldilocks and the Three Bears”, as well as exploring different messy activi-

ties. Some of the children from Zebra Class came back to school in June joining their other friends that had remained at 

school, creating their own new “bubble” of friends. During this time, we have enjoyed spending time outdoors, exploring 

nature and water play games. We also celebrated “Sports Day” doing races and playing table cricket. We wish everyone 

a nice Summer holiday and we hope to see you all in September. 



Lions News 
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This Summer term some children attended the school on site while others worked at 

home. After the half term Lion Class had the largest amount of attendees compared to any 

other class. There were many new precautions to consider and a new adjusted Curriculum 

to follow.  This meant that  Lions were required to split into 2 different bubbles made up of 

Teaching Assistants from Lions and some from other classes. The Curriculum was called 

‘The Recovery Curriculum’ with a large focus on social, emotional and mental health. The 

children who were unable to come to school were delivered educational packs to continue 

their learning from home. 

  

Despite all these changes Lions have adapted well and kept safe. We supported          

children’s understanding of the virus using social stories. The children practiced and      

sequenced instructions to wash their hands. They also developed their concept of 2-metre 

distancing using a tape measure and put this into practice at Fairfield Park. 

Once the children understood how to keep safe we began a class project researching 

ways the community have supported one another using iPad’s and computers to look at 

articles, pictures and videos. We were inspired by the artwork seen on rocks placed in 

public places to support the public services. We gathered and painted our own to place in 

Fairfield Park to add joy to people visiting the park.  
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Quartz News 
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In Quartz this term we have been engaging in activities from our recovery curriculum. This included circle time 
games on friendship and changes, also sensory massage stories and parachute games. We have also created 
time capsules and personal calendars to document this unique period of our lives.  We have enjoyed making yum-
my treats in our cooking lessons and we have had lots of outdoor games and activities.  Our Tim and Carmen 
singing and music sessions were so much fun and we have engaged in sensory stories and listened to music and 
sounds during our sound bath and resonance board sessions. 
 
Wishing you all a safe and happy Summer. 
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Sapphire News 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

WEBSITE: www.bedelsfordschool.org  

Before lockdown we had an amazing trip to the British Museum. We used the trip to explore lots of different  artefacts 

related to our Time and Architecture project. It was a lovely day and we managed to get lots of lovely photos of the exhib-

its.  

Back in school we continued looking at a range of buildings in Kingston, London and all over the world. In Science we looked 

at different materials and their properties. We then used this knowledge to plan houses that would be strong and sturdy. 

In the Summer Term the children in Sapphires have been doing some amazing learning both at home and at school. We are 

so proud of everyone’s resilience and hard work during lockdown.  

In Maths the children continued their work on place value and understanding ever increasing numbers. After Easter the 

children began a cross curricular project about ‘Healthy Living’ with a focus on food. We then completed some data        

collection about people’s favourite food and takeaways. This data was then turned into a variety of graphs such as bar 

graphs, pie charts and pictograms. 

We have had some amazing Zoom sessions where the children have brought things to show and tell the group about. All 

the children have really enjoyed these sessions as well as the daily music sessions with Tim and Carmen.  

All the Sapphires students and staff wish you an amazing Summer break! 
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Rubies News 
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Wow!!! What a strange year we’ve all had in school. However, Covid has not dampened the 

spirits of Rubies Class during this time. 

During the sunny weather water battles were plentiful, with water pistols and bowls of water 

being aimed very accurately, mostly at the staff. 

Forest School lessons have been enjoyed immensely by students and staff alike. Come rain or 

shine we’ve been out there collecting, smelling, cutting, sticking and making things with Becky, 

often accompanied by Lawrence and his creative weather related music. 

What with swimming, socially distanced sports day and too many other activities to mention, a 

full on varied curriculum has kept us busy. Happy holidays everyone. 



Emeralds News 
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It has been a very interesting summer term this year and we have had three pupils in school in  Emeralds Class.  

This term we have been working on the Recovery Curriculum. This involves dealing with 5 losses; routine,      
structure, opportunity, friendship and freedom that our young people may have experienced during these difficult 
times throughout lockdown. We have learnt about new routines; including washing our hands more throughout 
the day and working with others while understanding the need that we cannot see friends from other classes like 
we used to. We have also been learning about how to greet people appropriately by    waving or signing.  
 
Another focus this term has been appreciating space and belongings; taking more ownership of our own         
belongings everyday by hanging up our coat and bag at the beginning of the day and developing an               
understanding that we cannot use other peoples’ things and only using our own resources such as scissors, 
glues etc.  
 
We have also been following this term’s topic of the ‘Olympics’ and have taken part in activities such as cooking, 
Magic Carpet, PSHE, PE, swimming, horticulture and Forest School.  
 
Within the Olympic topic we have completed some class projects such as creating our own sports games,      

designing a class Olympic flag and medal and we also took part in a socially distanced sports day at the end of 

term. We have also been enjoying the lovely sunny weather and went on a picnic to Fairfield park.  

During the phased return to school in the next academic year, we will continue to work on aspects of the        
Recovery Curriculum while embedding these into our curriculum following next terms topic of ‘Space and      
Technology’. We have all enjoyed being in school this term and have adapted well to the various changes. We 



Diamond News 
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It has been an interesting term to say the least during the Coronavirus related lockdown. It meant having to find different 
ways of doing things. Bringing some of the classroom into the home through the Home Packs allowed us to continue with  
areas of learning that we would have covered in school. 

Our focus in Literacy was poetry, about the Summer and colour around us. In Maths we focused on counting different and 
same objects at home. In Spanish some baking and cooking ideas to try at home, from Magdalena cupcakes to Deviled eggs. 

The highlight had to be Tim and Carmen from home and in school who kept us entertained each day through Zoom. 

At school whilst in our bubble we had Sports Day, played board games and enjoyed different activities from arts and crafts to 
reading, singing and baking. 

 

Despite all of these strange times, it was an opportunity to discover so much beauty around us and to spend time with our 
families. We wish everyone to stay safe and well over the summer break and we look forward to seeing you back at school for 
the new academic year in September.  
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6th Form Owls News 
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Owls have had a wonderful year together filled with creativity, performance, adventure and positivity. 
Owls class went on an ice skating trip and were far more confident and braver than most of the staff! In 
our "Busy Birds" business enterprise, Owls created a "Singagram" service.  Staff and students across the 
school can purchase our class to sing somebody a song for £2.50! Owls have been very successful in this 
venture! 
 
Owls undertook a PLOGGING adventure (Plogging is the art of cleaning up your local community whilst 
keeping fit and creating a positive environment). We took to the streets of Kingston with gloves, litter 
pickers and Bluetooth speakers to dance away as we did our bit for the community! 
 
Approaching the Covid lockdown Owls class made a special information film for the school community 
which taught people how to greet each other whilst socially distancing. The students came up with all 
the ideas themselves. To view the video go to: 
https://bedelsfordschool.org/wp-content/uploads/2020/03/Corona-Greetings.mp4 
 
During lockdown Owls have kept in contact by taking part in a weekly Zoom call. During these calls the 
students and staff have been able to express how they feel, give each other support and have danced/
sung together! 
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6th Form Eagles News 
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For the past term Eagles’ Class have been reduced in numbers as some students were shielding at home due to the Covid 19 

pandemic. Gradually most of the group have now returned, albeit, to lots of changes as procedures have been put in place 

to keep everyone safe. As always they have been very mature and taken on board these changes as independently as       

possible learning about regular handwashing, sanitising their tables and most importantly, at the beginning, keeping 2m 

apart where possible.    

The group have been following a Recovery Curriculum which has allowed them to settle back into some sort of routine but 

has given them time and space to adjust. Our Accreditation work has had to be put on hold during this time as the group has 

not been able to venture out into the Community as we would usually do. Likewise the Enterprise scheme which just before 

Covid 19 took hold had over £700 from the making and selling of items. We managed Sports’ Day in a socially distanced   

format which was great fun and we have been joining up with Owls’ Class on several joint ventures including time lapse   

videos building a rainbow for the NHS staff and the Olympic rings out of everyday items found in school. 

News that would have gone into the Easter letter was that one of our new students who only joined us last September had 

won the Jack Petchey Award. He had decided to spend the money taking his class friends to London on the train to visit the 

London Eye but once again this had to be put on hold like so many other plans. 

It is at this time of the year that we have to say ‘goodbye’ to the leavers moving on to college placements in September. 

From the group we have Keane going to Beaconsfield and Josh going to VPC, both of them being part of the Orchard Hill 

Academy Trust. We wish them every success in the future as they take the next step into adulthood and look forward to 

hearing how they are doing later in the year. 

As some of the group are leaving for pastures new we are also looking forward to welcoming a new student into the class in 

September. She has been in to visit and has made an instant favourable impression with her chatty sociable manner.   

Finally, from the class team this year we would like to wish you all a restful and safe Summer holidays and look forward to 

returning to school in September to catch up with friends that we might not have seen for a while and resuming work      

towards our Independent Living Accreditations. 

The Eagles’ Class Team 



6th Form Robins News 
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Robins have had a very unusual term to say the least. Coronavirus threw a curveball into our ‘Things 
that Grow and Change’ lessons!  We did manage to learn about coronavirus, how to social distance, 
how to wear PPE, and how to keep safe, however.  We have also had loads of summer fun including   
ice cream making, walks to Fairfield Park, making lemonade from scratch, working on time lapse videos 
of building life sized Olympic rings, and a great Sports Day.  We have participated in many fun games 
as well like table cricket, beach volleyball, parachute, and bocce.  Our Busy Birds enterprise was put on 
hold, but that didn’t stop our business.  We entered into our ‘charitable giving’ portion of our business 
and gave away our stock, along with thank you cards to staff who have helped us through the lockdown 
period.  We still tried to celebrate our leavers appropriately, as they have contributed so much to our 
class and our school.  We will miss them at Bedelsford and wish them the very best. 



 

.  

Don’t Worry Be Happy  

(new lyrics for Bedelsford School by Lawrence and Becky) 

 

Some of us have to stay at home 

But don’t feel like you’re all alone 

Don’t Worry, Be happy. 

 

You can see your friends through Zoom 

Feels like we’re in the same room 

Don’t Worry, Be Happy. 

 

Wash your hands, we say “Yes!” 

A big thumbs up to the NHS 

Don’t Worry, Be Happy. 

 

Now it’s time for our holiday 

Let’s clap our hands and shout “Hurray!” 

And Don’t Worry, Be Happy. 
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Every year Bedelsford students and staff nominate three students from across the 
Secondary  department who have made exceptional achievement throughout the 
year.  

 

The winners attend a special celebration and receive £250 on which they can pur-
chase something for their class or department, or plan a special trip!  

 

We are very pleased to announce that this year our winners were: 

Freddie in Diamonds Class 

For showing such resilience, always.  For being constantly positive and bringing hap-
piness to others around him. 

Levin in Eagles Class 

For adapting to school, after a long time away, so quickly and for making so many 
positive relationships with his peers. 

Daniel in Sapphires Class 

For his amazing progress in his home learning during Covid and learning to lead part 
of the group remote music session each day with perfect tempo. 

 

Congratulations to all our winners, you should feel very proud of your achivements. 

  

 

 

Jack Petchey 
WEBSITE: www.bedelsfordschool.org  
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to thank the NHS 
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WISHING YOU ALL A VERY 
HAPPY SUMMER  

 

 FROM THE STAFF &  
PUPILS AT  

BEDELSFORD SCHOOL 


