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Pupil Premium Update November 2020 

 

Pupil Premium is additional funding to main school funding.  It was introduced by the 
Government to address underlying inequalities between children eligible for free school 
meals (FSM) and their wealthier peers by ensuring that funding to tackle disadvantage 
reaches the pupils who need it most.  Pupil premium is a sum of money per pupil awarded 
based on the number of pupils on free school meals. 

In 2017-2018 Bedelsford’s allocation was £26895 

The school recruited 1x STA for MOVE – trained and implementing from September 17 – full 
time 

1x STA for ELSA – trained and implementing from Jan 18 – 3 days per week 

2x Music Specialists -  1 day per week 

Impact of funding on Pupil Premium and other pupils 2017-18: 

Improved outcomes of children making more than expected progress in physical 
development including sit to stand ability, walking and independent standing enabling 
increased independence throughout the school day for children on the MOVE Programme 
who were eligible and those who were not to Pupil Premium.This made a significant 
difference to health and well being including attendance at school and ability to take 
independent actions during functional activities. 

2017-18 ELSA outcomes for 10 pupils evidences an increase of for children using 
expressive and receptive language skills including using symbols and voice output 
communication aids to express emotions, develop friendships and build confidence in small 
groups to give their choices and views. Some children have additionally been supported to 
manage their grief following the death of a peer they were friends with. 

In addition, children have started developing improved social, emotional and mental wealth 
strategies including breathing techniques, anxiety reduction and relaxation cues leading to 
increased control of mood swings, resilience and empathy with others and ability to regulate 
own behaviour for increased periods of time 
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Pupil Premium Plan for 2018/19 

Total number of pupils on roll  –  114 

Total number of pupils eligible for PPG – 28 

Amount of PPG received per pupil for current year 18-19– 14 primary children - £1320 = 
£18,480 and 14 secondary  - £935 - £13090  

Total amount of PPG to be received – £31570  

Impact of PPG spending 18-19: 

• Pupils on the MOVE programme have completed their assessments, advanced 
through their unique learning goals and practised their attained skills functionally both 
at school and home; 

• All Pre-Formal Learners have a personalised ‘Happiness’ bag containing preferred 
motivators and self-regulatory items that can be used to reduce anxiety and support 
positive behaviour and transitions in the school and home and when attending 
needed appointments such as at the hospital. 

• Semi-Formal and Formal Learners have completed differentiated Mental Wealth 
Journals and have developed their ability to express and manage their feelings, as 
well as gained confidence in giving their views in small groups. They have also 
developed the ability to discuss their individual emotions, concerns and feelings with 
trusted others especially in relation to their disability and any life contributing factors 
such as the illness of a parent. 

• Pupils have been supported to actively use TEACCH or PODD strategies throughout 
each day at school and home. Pupils have developed a larger vocabulary and 
developed their use and understanding of language, choosing skills and ability to 
initiate influence over their world. 
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Pupil Premium Plan for 2019/20 

Total number of pupils on roll –  121 

Total number of pupils eligible for PPG – 33 

Amount of PPG received per pupil for current year 19-20– 18 primary children - £1345 = 
£19,800 and 15 secondary - £955 - £13090  

Total amount of PPG to be received – £39890.00 

Barriers to Educational Achievement: 

All pupils in the school have physical and/or complex learning difficulties and disabilities and 
complex medical needs. Cognitively, 47 of pupils are functioning at very low sensory 
developmental levels, 44 at early communication levels and 30 have a more developed 
ability to communicate and develop cognitively but are physically restricted.  
 
Typically, Pupils have difficulty expressing their thoughts, feelings and wishes due to medical 
conditions, being non-verbal, communicating through behaviours, or tiring easily when 
speaking or moving due to their physical need or having a low cognitive ability. This also 
means that they are emotionally vulnerable requiring time and adaptations to their day and 
communication strategies. They require interventions such as emotional literacy based 
prompts and adult prompting to support their communication and language skills, as well as 
full therapeutic development programmes to support them to understand how they can raise 
their self-esteem, regulate their emotions and change how they feel at a given time. They 
require support to understand that there is no right or wrong way to feel about particular 
scenarios or situations such as COVID-19. They require support to help them to develop 
emotional intelligence and empathy, which lead them to have mental wealth strategies that 
they can use for life, as well as achieve challenging individual learning outcomes.  
 
The pupils in the formal learning pathway also require specific targeted intervention support 
to enable them to better understand phonics to support their reading skill and develop their 
writing skills.  

Intention of PPG spending to address the barriers: 

• Update the Happiness Bags for pre-formal Learners to include additional sensory 
based resources that support self-regulation. Extend the provision of Happiness 
Bags to the semi-formal learners, so that they can be supported to self-regulate both 
at home or at school throughout the COVID-19 period.  

• Purchase differentiated Mental Wealth Journals for Semi Formal and Formal learners 
to better support them to express their thoughts, feelings and emotions during the 
COVID-19 period. 

• Extend the Books Beyond Words Series to enable pupils to build emotionally wealthy 
strategies for life at their appropriate cognitive level, and better enable to manage 
their emotions and better understand the changes to society that COVID-19 has 
brought about. 

• A specific phonics based programme called ‘Letters and Sounds’ will be used by all 
stages from Key Stage 1 to 4, and will be differentiated accordingly to meet the 
needs of the pupil and students in the different key stages 

• A targeted handwriting programme called ‘write from the Start’ will be used, which will  
support the children to develop their handwriting skills. The programme will be used to 
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develop the muscles of the hand. It includes graded exercises and activities to develop 
hand-eye co-ordination, form constancy, spatial organization, figure-ground 
discrimination and orientation and laterality. Specific writing activities will be introduced 
to include visuomotor perception; gross and fine motor coordination; directionality; 
sequencing skills; recall; letter knowledge; tool hold; sitting and paper position; 
tracing and copying letters and handwritten numerals. 

Success Criteria: 

• All children from the pre-formal and Happiness Bags, as well as sensory based 
resources that support the children to regulate their emotions and equip them to 
manage their emotions throughout the COVID-19 pandemic period. 

• Semi-formal and formal learners have mental wealth journals that are differentiated 
to support the development of vocabulary, which will enable them to express their 
thoughts and emotions as they try to understand what is happening during the 
COVID-19 pandemic. 

• The Books Beyond Words series has been increased to include books that relate to 
COVID-19 – how to cope with day to day living and the recovery period thereafter. 

• Multi-sensory writing materials and resources are used by all children, so to develop 
the children’s writing skills. 

• ‘Letters and Sounds’ phonics programme is used by all children from key stages 1 to 
4. 

• Write from the Start programme is used successfully to support the children to 
develop their handwriting skills.  

 Next Full Pupil Premium Review September 2021 with Termly Review January 21 and 
April 21. 
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