
  



Newsletter Spring 1 

 

Welcome to our Spring mid term Newsletter. 

 

As we continue to move through this time we have this term seen the further development 

of our Remote Learning and it has been great to better enable children at home to learn and 

interact with their classes and friends in school and vice versa. The children have all worked 

really hard with our themes this term being centred on maths, patterns and fashion. Over 

the past two weeks we have seen Creative Arts being a focus for engagement in learning 

activities. Some inspiring works have been created! 

 

We are excited about our two music projects starting over the next half term and as I write 

we are looking forward to celebrating our half term medal winners both in school and 

remotely. Well done to all our winners. I would also like to thank all our children, staff teams 

and families for their collaborative working, perseverance and resilience this term ensuring 

children have remained happy, safe and learning as much as possible. We have welcomed 

new teachers Roderigo and Patricia this term and look forward to welcoming OT’s Nikki and 

Carolyn and Speech and Language therapist Cara next half term to join the team. We have 

said a sad goodbye to 2 students from Phoenix Class and wish them every happiness and 

success as they move to new areas. 

 

I hope you all have a lovely half term and look forward to seeing you all at one of our 

upcoming events that you will find listed in this newsletter either remotely or in person if this 

becomes possible. 

 

 

Julia James 

 

 

Hope is being able to see that there is light despite all the darkness 

 

Desmond Tutu 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

EYFS & Primary Department 

 

Despite the challenges we are all facing at this difficult time, school gives our pupils and staff 

the sanctuary of social interaction and contact with others, a daily routine and purpose and 

distraction from the troubled times we all are affected by. The children in school are learning 

to connect with their peers who are learning at home through our virtual learning platforms. 

Meanwhile, our pupils who are learning from home are gaining the skills to recognise and 

respond to their peers and familiar adults who are in school, as well as recalling activities, 

songs and learning opportunities familiar to them as they are delivered from the classroom. 

We are all learning different and effective ways to connect with one another whilst 

developing new skills and maintaining the ones we already have through creative teaching 

and support of one another. Our pupils continue to “wow” us with their ability to adapt to 

these alternative approaches to our daily routines and are absorbing and enjoying their 

learning, whether at home or in school. Our Early Years and Primary Classes have 

summarised how this is looking: 

  



Meerkats 

Our youngest pupils have been focusing their learning this half term on “Animals” and 

specifically Pets and Woodland Creatures. Our role play area has been made into an animal 

hospital and our little make believe vets have nursed many animals back to health as they 

have learned about how to care for, feed, exercise and love them. We have spent lots of 

time outdoors, wrapped up warm for the cold weather, and have watched the birds and given 

them food to help them through the Winter. We have read the books “Dear Zoo” and “Owl 

Babies” and thought about our families, especially our brothers and sisters and how special 

they are to us. We have especially enjoyed spending time with our friends during our virtual 

sessions and sharing our learning with one another. It’s been very interesting learning about 

the different animals that only come out at night and we have learned to sing along and sign 

to a song about this called “By the Light of the Moon”. 

 

 

 

 

  



 

Elephants 

Elephants class have been learning about 'Animals' this half term and we have been 

particularly focusing on farm animals. Our shared text has been 'The Little Red Hen' and we 

have been enjoying retelling our tale in lots of different learning activities. Planting seeds 

and baking bread have been some of our favourite activities and we've loved our bakery role 

play! It has been lots of fun learning with our friends online and we have very much enjoyed 

learning with our friends during Tim and Carmen sessions. 

 

  



Giraffes 

 
Giraffes Class have a busy half term! The area of focus for us has been on different textures 
which has meant we have been experiencing many textiles and textures across all subjects. 
We have been making a book in creativity with various different textures that we can take 
home at the end of the Spring Term. During TAC PAC we have been expressing our interest 
in our favourite materials and showing it through our vocalisation and gestural expressions. 
Our favourite lessons have continued with story massage, sensory play, messy maths 
music.  
 
Some of Giraffes Class has been at home during the period of Spring One. When at home 
we have been joining in with Google Classrooms and been experiencing different ways of 
learning at home. We have done physibods, story massage, messy maths, singing, music 
and a sensory story! It has been very busy at home and we have been supported with our 
home learning packs.  
 
From all of the Giraffes team we hope you have a wonderful half term! 
 
 
  



Hippos 
 

This half term Hippos class have been working hard at school and at home. We have been 

enjoying working together during our circle times using Google Classroom to see each other, 

answer questions and give instructions. Pupils at home have been working hard on all areas 

of their development, using their standing frames, wedges and other pieces of physio 

equipment to keep healthy and strong whilst playing with their families and carrying out 

learning tasks. We have enjoyed sharing our achievements with each other virtually. 

 

We have enjoyed exploring patterns and textures in our environment and developing our 

awareness of the properties of materials. Concept Cat has been teaching us about ‘bendy’, 

‘shiny’ and ‘soft’. We liked doing texture hunts, looking for different textures and showing 

them to each other on Google Classrooms. 

  

  



Zebras 

 
During Spring 1, Zebra Class has been learning about the topic “Textures and Patterns”. 
They have been very busy creating their own sensory bag with different fabrics, materials 
and other resources they could find, exploring their similarities and differences in textures. 
Also, we have been creating different patterns with paint and other materials using different 
resources (rollers, sponges, stamps, etc).  We have also learnt about Winter and the weather 
around this time of the year. 
 
Every morning during our good morning session, we have been talking about the weather 
and what to wear (children staying at home have been joining these sessions and learning 
with us). We were lucky to have some snow and we explored in class the cold snow and ice 
and observed how it break and melts. For our literacy area, we have been enjoying the 
Focus Story “The Day the Crayons Quit” by Drew Daywalt, by exploring the colours and 
creating our own props for the story. 
 
Finally, Zebra class gave their warm welcoming to who would be their new teacher for the 
rest of the academic year, Patricia Pernas. She has been spending time with the children in 
the last weeks of the term to get to know them and I have been supporting her and the class 
with the transition. Now it is time for me to leave my Zebras after a long time together and 
start a new adventure in Meerkats. It has been my pleasure to work with the children in 
Zebra Class, observing them growing, learning and smiling at me every day. I will miss them 
very much but I am confident that I am leaving them in very good hands. 
 

 

 

  



Lions 

 

This half term Lions have been learning a range of kind words we can use. Using the kind 

words in a letter to help a ‘Purple Crayon’, a card to someone special and to each other. 

Lions have also been exploring patterns in nature and learning the names of colours in 

Spanish. Lions have continued to work hard in Maths identifying coins, counting amounts 

and making additions. A very impressive ‘Well done’ to Lacey and Murtaza who have started 

to use column addition! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Wishing all our pupils, families and staff a well deserved, safe and happy Spring Half Term Break. 

Kind regards, 

 

Becky Clowes – Head of Early Years and Primary 

 

  



Welcome to our Spring update from the Secondary and Sixth form department 

 

Quartz 

                                                             
Our theme for this term is Fashion and Design, and we have been busy developing skills in 
all our areas of learning:  
  
Communication and Interaction: 
   
We have used symbols to make choices and to express our feelings, as well 
as to identify the characters in our story, ‘The Emperor ‘s New Clothes.’  We have also 
used our switches and communication devices to share messages from home and 
greetings with our friends in class. 
   
Cognition and Learning: 
 
We have been identifying shapes, and exploring maths concepts through number rhyme 
and our cooking lessons, and we have continued to work towards our ASDAN accreditation. 
 
Social and emotional, Mental Health: 
 
We had amazing RE lessons in which we learnt about the Islamic faith, and we experienced 
the smells of different spices and making prayer mats. We also had sensory breaks, sound 
bath and our attention group sessions with Laura. 
 
Physical and Sensory: 
 
We had fun ball and  parachute games in our  PE lessons, and explored five of our senses  
through Sensology.  We ended the term with lovely Chinese New Year and Valentine's Day 
celebrations and ‘Creative Arts Week’ activities. 
 
 
Home/School Learning: 
 
It has been so nice seeing our friends, who are learning from home, through our weekly 
Zoom sessions, and we have been reading stories, singing action songs, and creating and 
sharing our singing hands playlist. 
 
Wishing our friends and families' a safe and happy half term. 
  
                      

 

  



Sapphires 

 

This term Sapphires have done an amazing job of learning either in school or at home. We 

have been enjoying our morning music sessions with Tim and Carmen. Harry has been 

rocking out on his guitar, Thomas has been patting everyone on the back, Mia and Younus 

have been choosing some excellent songs and we welcomed the return of the leader of the 

Spoon and Pan Band- Daniel! 

 

We have been enjoying our virtual session which have helped the children in school connect 

with the children at home. We have been learning about Judaism and Islam in RE and we 

have created some wonderful pieces of art. We have been exploring our new topic for this 

term which is Fashion and Design by looking at the history of fashion, looking at 1920s 

fashions and creating some designs for tie dye t shirts. 

 

Well done for being so resilient this term Sapphires and keep it up! 

 

 

  



Rubies 

 

Rubies’ class have explored a range of resources when engaging with our topic cycle, 

‘Fashion and Technology.’  Over the course of the term, we have used a cross-curricula 

approach to explore this theme. 

  

Sensory and tactile resources allowed us to make colourful patterns when using shaving 

foam and paint.  We later enjoyed using the perimeters of our school environment to identify 

various textures and patterns in an everyday context. 

We have been exploring ‘materials’, as part of our science work this half-term and have had 

a particular focus on ‘waterproof’ and ‘non-waterproof.’ Using umbrellas, water spray and 

everyday items have allowed us to develop concept vocabulary’ in addition to exploring 

materials and noticing changes to materials. 

  

   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

As part of our ‘healthy eating’ work we have operated a range of cooking-based technology. 

We used a switch to operate a hand held blender when making a fruit smoothie. Later in the 

half-term we used our Modern Foreign Languages subject area to make salsa dip when 

learning about Mexico, as a Spanish speaking country.  This allowed us to develop our 

understanding of food groups, alongside with using a range of cooking utensils and 

equipment in a safe and effective way.  

 

We wish you all a relaxing half-term and look forward to another fun and active half-term in 

Rubies’ class.   

 

Best wishes Rubies’ staff team 

 

  



Emeralds 

 

Emerald class have really been enjoying our fashion and textiles topic and have done lots 

of activities around this. We have been out in the community looking for different patterns 

and have taken rubbings of different surfaces. We expressed ourselves by designing and 

creating our own masks. We have also been making patterns such as tartan and patterns 

from dried pasta and potato prints and have created a lovely class display.  

In recent weeks it has been so nice to see our friends who are learning from home for some 

virtual sessions including PE, art, bingo and our celebration afternoons on a Friday. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  



Diamonds 

 

Diamond’s students were developing their life skills by taking part in activities such as 

preparing a snack, tidying up and participating in vocational jobs tasks. In English, we were 

learning about identifying different types of clothes, matching labels and searching 

adjectives to add description to different fashion items. Pupils were supported to develop 

their numbers and using and applying skills when working with money –  I can calculate how 

much money I need in pounds for role-play – and when matching items - I can compare 

objects of 2 similar criteria e.g. colour, size, shape (fashion). In Science we were learning 

how to grow beans in a bag. Now all our bags with beans are attached to the windows and 

we are waiting to see them sprouting.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

6th Form Phoenix 

 

In Phoenix class we have enjoyed getting creative both in school and at home. We have 

enjoyed taking part in and experiencing our sensory story “The Smeds and the Smoos” and 

getting artistic, to create the characters in the story. We have worked hard on using our 

preferred means of communication to give a repose and answer a question. 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



6th Form Eagles 

 

 

Since returning to school after Christmas we have seen a very different tutor group and 

classroom. We have most of our group shielding at home due to the Covid Pandemic. Those 

that have been in school have continued to work on their accreditations, either Ascentis 

Independent Living or ASDAN Personal Progress. We have only been able to go around the 

perimeter of the school in our local community and the weather hasn’t always been kind to 

us but we took a chance on a sunny day to see what has been happening outside with the 

local environment as part of an ASDAN module; Caring for the Environment. 

Disappointingly, they found plenty of items just thrown on the ground, a broken bench and 

some graffiti.  We will be continuing with the module to see what we can do to help. 

              

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Independent Living has been a challenge as we have not been able to go out to the shops, 

banks or restaurants to practise with our money so we have had to bring some role play into 

the group as ‘customer’ and ‘shop assistant’. It has given us the opportunity to work on 

recognising real money from other items and foreign coins and to practise working out how 

much we owe and what change we will get back.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The home learners have been completing their work packs every two weeks, based on their 

accreditations too and we look forward to seeing them and talking to them using Google 

Classrooms. Hopefully, we’ll see them back in the classroom soon. 

  



                 Spring Term Dates 2021 

 

 

 

Creative Arts 

 

Half Term 

Staff & Pupils return to School 

World Book Day 

Parents’ Evening 

Easter Service 

Easter Fair & Easter Egg Hunt 

Easter Raffle Draw 

Last Day of term 

 

Easter School Holidays 

Staff & Pupils return to School 

 

 

 

Monday 8th February 

Monday 15th - Friday 19th February 

Monday 22nd February 

Thursday 4th March 

Wednesday 24th March (16.00-18.30) 

Monday 29th March 

Tuesday 30th March (13.30-14.30) 

Wednesday 31st March 

Wednesday 31st March  

(Pupils finish at 13.45 pm) 

Thursday 1st April – Friday 1tth April 

Monday 19th April 

 

  



 

 

 

 

 

 

 
  

 

WISHING YOU ALL A VERY 

HAPPY HALF TERM  

FROM THE STAFF AND  

PUPILS AT BEDELSFORD 

SCHOOL 
 


