
  



 

 

 

 

 

Dear All 

It has been a joy to see all the children back in school and learning together on site once again 

this half term and there have been many exciting achievements that have been celebrated in 

our Zoom ‘Star of the Week ‘assemblies each week. We are particularly proud that some of our 

6th Form students have successfully taken and passed their exams and others are on track to 

gain all their accreditations by the end of the academic year. Educational visits have begun again 

with more being planned for next half term as we start to venture further afield now that 

guidelines enable. 

We are excited to be taking part in the SPARK Book Awards and two music projects supported 

by the Worshipful Musicians and Liquid Vibrations respectfully the latter of which will give our 

students the opportunity to record their own compositions at the Visconti Studio at Kingston 

University and then be used in Musical Hydrotherapy sessions throughout the school and by the 

end of the project in the wider community. We continue to benefit as a school and community 

from Tim and Carmen’s daily remote sessions and it was wonderful to see children in their 

classes and at home joined by their families to take part in the retelling of ‘The Enormous Turnip’ 

this week. A truly unique and uplifting experience coming out of such a difficult year.  

Everyone has been delighted that our hydrotherapy pool has now reopened and we look forward 

to wider use over the Summer. Our new lift on the outside of the building is also nearing 

completion and will provide us with needed additional access to and from the second floor. It is 

made of glass so will also provide quite a new experience travelling up and down the front of the 

building!  

We say goodbye to two pupils on Friday - Callia in Elephants and Murtaza in Lions – we wish 

them and their families every happiness in the future and as they start their new schools after 

half term. 

Our staff team have continued to support the children fantastically throughout and always have 

high aspirations and expectations for each child. Thank you to all. 

I wish you all a very sunny and enjoyable half term and look forward to seeing pupils back in 

school on Monday 7th June. 

  

Julia James 

Principal 

  

 



Summer Term Dates 2020 

 
Return to School  Monday 19th April   

Inset Day – Attention Autism Friday 30th April 

May Day Bank Holiday Monday 3rd May 

Maths Week Tuesday 4th May - Friday 7th May 

Half Term Monday 31st May - Friday 4th June 

Return to School Monday 7th June (9.00 am) 

Get Active Week Monday 21st June - Friday 25th June 

Primary Sports Day Tuesday 22nd June (10.00 am) 

Secondary Sports Day Thursday 24th June (10.00 am) 

Parents’ Evening Wednesday 30th June (16.00 pm - 18.30 pm) 

Secondary Production Thursday 1st July (10.00 am – 11.00 am) 

Early Years’ Performance Tuesday 6th July (10.00-10.45/13.45-14.30) 

Primary Production Thursday 8th July (10.00 am - 11.00 am) 

Prom Night (Y11-Y14) Thursday 8th July (18.00 pm - 21.00 pm) 

Transition Fortnight Monday 12th July - Friday 23rd July  

End of Term Thursday 22nd July (Pupils finish at 13.45pm) 

 

 

DUE TO COVID DATES TO BE CONFIRMED  



Summer 1 News from the Primary Department 

 

This half term we have begun to celebrate being back together as a whole school and slowly 

and safely delight in returning to familiar routines as we continue our journey through these 

unusual times with our unrelenting resilience and cheery attitudes. Pupils have loved seeing 

peers who had not been in school for a while and those who have returned after prolonged 

absence are very happy to be back in their school routine and with their friends and staff.  

Despite the delay in the Summer weather, pupils in Primary have been spending lots of their 

time in making the most of the outdoor spaces and have been taking short, local trips to 

explore the seasonal changes and experience nature’s wonders and responses to the time of 

year. We have been learning about the importance of pollinators and planting wild flowers to 

attract bees and butterflies in out Forest School garden and other outdoor spaces around the 

school and are looking forward to watching them grow and contributing to helping the 

pollinators as the Summer gets closer.  

In Music lessons, some pupils have been learning about the difference between high and low 

notes and making high and low notes using their voices and musical instruments. We have 

also been listening and identifying happy and sad music and sharing songs that make us 

happy with our friends and staff. 

Below, teachers share details of what their classes have been learning about this half term.  

Please enjoy your half term break, 

Becky 

  



Meerkat Class 

The children in Meerkats have been really busy this Summer term learning about our topic 
“Under the sea”. We learnt about different sea creatures that live in the oceans with the focus 
stories “Rainbow Fish” and “There was and old lady who swallowed the sea”, learning new signs. 
Also, as part of our Personal, Social and Emotional development, we learnt with “Rainbow Fish” 
about sharing with our friends and being kind to others. We sung well known nursery rhymes, 
but also learnt new versions adapted to our topic, such as “The waves in the sea go up and 
down” or “Five cheeky fishes and Mr. Shark”. The children have been very creative making their 
own sea animals such as crabs with hand printing, sharks with paper plates, octopuses with 
paper rolls and rainbow fishes with salt dough. As part of their physical development, we have 
spent more time outdoors during our free flow play or doing obstacle courses, as well as some 
fun activities indoors like our “Sea creatures” yoga poses. We look forward to learning more 
about “The Seaside” next term, when we prepare for the Summer holidays! 
 
 
   



Elephant Class 

Elephants have thoroughly enjoyed our topic based learning of ‘Under The Sea’. We have loved 

sharing our sensory story of ‘Commotion in the Ocean’ by Giles Andreae and have been very 

busy creating super artwork about the different sea creatures we have been learning about. We 

have thoroughly enjoyed stories from the SPARK! Book Awards and took part in a whole school 

vote to share our favourite book. 

Elephants Class greatly enjoyed taking part in the ‘Gibbs Challenge’ where we went for a tracked 

walk around our school. 

We are looking forward to next term where we will be learning about ‘The Seaside.’ 

  



Giraffe Class 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

This term in Giraffe class we were looking at subjects related to the world around us. In creativity 

our learning has been focused on different aspects of the world, such as animals, the moon, 

bicycles and celebrations of events going on. We have worked on making textured animals, 

making textured bicycles. We have celebrated different events going on in the country. In Maths 

we have been exploring circles in our messy Maths and exploring the shape of them!  For 

cooking we have explored food from different parts of the country in line with our events. It is 

very exciting to be able to explore our world around us. 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Alongside exploring the world around us, we have been keenly keeping up with our 
communication skills and developing our attention and listening. Giraffe class have been very 
chatty and enjoyed a lot of the term. Alongside our usual physio and OT, we have also been 
focused on getting back into the pool, as well as chatting in our speech and language groups. 
 
We hope you have a great holiday and to see you all in the next half term. 
 
Giraffes Class 
 
  



Hippo Class 

Over the last half term, Hippos have been making great strides in their reading skills. Pupils are 

learning to decode text using their phonics knowledge and apply this in spelling and reading 

across the school day.  

We have been working hard in Communication Groups to develop our team work and social 

communication skills. Children have been using a range of communication aids including Eye 

Gaze, iPad, PODD books and E Tram frames. Some children have been using Intensive 

Interaction, the Little Room and the Resonance Board to develop communication with an adult.  

We have enjoyed exploring the world around us in Humanities and Science, investigating 

habitats and cultures from across the globe. We particularly enjoyed Great Barrier Reef sensory 

play. 

We have been working hard to develop our independence across the curriculum. Some pupils 

have been practising supporting themselves whilst sitting on the floor and on the therapy bench. 

The Innowalk has helped us to stretch our legs and get are heart rate pumping. We have been 

using our independent movement to carry out jobs in our classroom and around school. 

Hippos pupils continue to work hard in all areas of their development and are eager to get stuck 

in and try new experiences.  

  

 

  



Zebra Class 

During this term Zebra Class has been learning about the topic “The World Around Me”. We have been 

exploring the earth, what there is on it, such as: animals, plants, people, etc. We have also explored the 

story of this term “Here We Are”, by watching it on the whiteboard, reading it and creating our own sensory 

story, in order to better explore it, using our five senses.  

We have also worked our social, emotional and mental health through lots of activities taken part in pairs 

or groups. We have learnt about friendship and ways to be a good friend through activities such as: 

making a friendship poster - with some tips about how to be a good friend and also some words in 

Spanish language, such as: friend= amigo or thank you=gracias - or creating friendship bracelets to offer 

to each other. We have also been practicing how to sign “friends”. Besides, we have been learning 

different ways of relaxation in order to use new strategies when we feel dysregulated. 

We have also been very busy taking part in celebrations and special dates within class, such as: 

Ramadan, St. George’s Day, Maths Week, Gibbs competition and Mental Health Awareness Week. 

The highlight of the term was that we have gone back to swimming sessions.  Also, PE sessions continue 

being one of the most successful sessions during our busy weeks. We have been developing our physical 

skills by engaging in throwing and catching balls and some simple movements such as: walk around the 

hall, moving our arms and hands in order to work our hand-eye coordination skills and also clapping 

hands while counting, in order to work on our numeracy skills as well.  

All students worked very hard towards their targets, well done everyone. 

Have a fantastic half term! - from Zebras’ class team 

  



Lion Class 

  



Summer 1 News from the Secondary Department 

 

As we approach the end of half term it is hard to believe that Summer has arrived and we are 

approaching the end of another school year. 

Across secondary pupils have been working hard to complete their accreditation in ASDAN, Key 

Stage 3 pupils who began the New Horizons course in September are trying hard to complete 

all of the units before moving up to Key Stage 4.   The work they have produced has been shared 

with staff across the department as part of our internal moderation process. 

Key Stage 4 pupils have worked towards Transition Challenge Sensory/Independence & 

Progression.  They have taken part in activities across classes related to the environment.    

6th Form leavers have completed their work for external moderation, some pupils will receive a 

certificate and others a diploma -  WELL DONE.  We have also started our link with Beaconsfield 

for those pupils moving onto college.  So far the visits have been a success and pupils are 

enjoying meeting new friends.  

6th Form have opened an office as part of their work experience programme.  Pupils are taking 

on jobs from around school – shredding, laminating, printing and organising resources for 

individual classes.  

Two pupils have taken some Entry 2 exams for English and Maths and have passed all of them, 

17 in total what an amazing achievement.   

As part of our caring for the school environment we have been making seed bombs, after 

watching Newsround and finding out how easy they are to make.  We are looking forward to 

seeing the wild flowers bloom in the summer months. 

Have an enjoyable half term break and hopefully we will see the sunshine. 

  



Quartz Class 

It’s been a very busy term, and here are some of the activities we have been working 
on within our new topic ‘The world in the 21st century’.    

Communication and Interaction: 

We enjoyed listening to readings from our new story, ‘The Owl Babies’ and exploring the characters and 
(OoR) Objects of Reference in sensory trays.  We have also been using our AAC devices, communication 
books and symbols to express our emotions and what we like and/or don’t like.  We reviewed a story 
from the ‘Spark book awards’, which was all about families, and we voted for and rehearsed our ‘make a 
playlist’, sign and sing song, ‘you’ve got a friend in me’. 

Cognition and Learning: 

We had so much fun making marks with sand, paint and feathers, and we had many lovely moments 
outside, when it was sunny.  We had number songs and counting activities with our Numicon shapes, 
and sensory trays, and we also explored different shapes and textures through our cooking lessons.  We 
discovered sounds while listening to different musical instruments during sound bath, and we made bread 
also a variety of sandwiches, and had fun investigating the yummy fillings. 

Social and Emotional, Mental Health 

We went to the ‘Holly Lodge Centre’ for a mission invertebrate workshop where we discovered some of 
the many jobs that these animals do, and we also went for a walk around our local environment for our 
‘Gibb Challenge’.  We investigated toys which were old during our attention box lesson, and in art we 
made flags, textured owl paintings and birds’ nests.  We had citizenship lessons and experienced making 
tea and singing greetings in different languages. 

Physical and Sensory: 

We experienced movement through our ‘Music and Movement’ program and PE ball games. We had 
exciting ‘Ukulele songs’ and listened and tried to identify the many environmental sounds in our 
‘Sensology’ sessions.  We now have a lovely sensory garden and we cannot wait for some lovely weather 
to finally arrive so that we can have outdoor learning lessons. 

Wishing our friends and families a safe and happy half term. 

            

  



Sapphire Class 

We have had a cracking half term in Sapphires class! We have celebrated all our classmates 

being back in school and got on with some amazing learning. We have focused on Poetry from 

Around the World in Literacy and visited many different countries to examine their own types of 

poetry. In particular, we travelled to Japan, looked at haikus, and then had a go at writing our 

own.  

In Maths, we have been focusing on sharpening up our understanding of time and how to read 

and understand the time on both digital and analogue clocks. We have also continued our work 

on place value and how to add and subtract increasingly large numbers.  

We have been on a virtual tour of the World using our iPads and imaginations and it has allowed 

us to explore different countries and look at landmarks in key countries. We have created some 

aboriginal art, looked at graffiti and been very creative along the way.  

 

We have also been focusing on our ASDAN accreditation. We have been thinking about how to 

be good citizens this half term and what we can do to keep ourselves healthy.  

  



Rubies Class 

Over the course of the Summer Term we have used our outside space to develop a range of learning 

opportunities. This has linked well to our ASDAN accreditation topic, ‘Citizenship’, where we have taken 

responsibility for our local area. This has been a positive opportunity to further develop a range of cross-

curricula skills, in addition to having  a fantastic time growing cress heads, and learning about nature and 

the environment around us.   

One of our highlights so far this half-term has centered around animals and their habitats. ‘The Rainforest’ 

allowed us to focus on a range of key points, including: the weather, different and similar species of 

animals and geographical location of many of the rainforests around the world. We spent many creative 

afternoons creating our own rainforest by using a range of sensory materials and textures.    

A range of our English lessons have worked towards our SPARK book award. We voted for our favourite 

text ‘Avacado Asks’, where we also learnt about healthy eating and food groups. Towards the end of our 

focus we wrote a book review as part of our award. We were very proud of our learning and used a range 

of descriptive words to express our enjoyment.     

It has been a delight to visit the wider perimeters of the community over the last few weeks. One of our 

highlights has been visiting the market and experiencing all the sight and smells of different fruits and 

vegetables. We have become very popular when visiting the market and are well known by many of the 

market stall workers. We always enjoy greeting many of our new friends in the wider community.   

During ‘Maths Week’ we maintained further links to the community by looking at ‘stop’ and ‘go’ when 

following road safety, alongside looking and grouping the things we found by type. Wildlife and transport 

by the river was one of our particular highlights during our recent community visits. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

We wish you all a relaxing and enjoyable half term. 

Clair Wilcock and Rubies’ class team 



Emerald Class 

This term in Emerald Class we have enjoyed going out into the community more. We have been 

able to visit more outdoor areas and these have included Fairfield Park, the riverside in Kingston 

and also the market. Each week we have been learning about different countries. Countries so 

far have included Portugal, France and Italy. We chose Italy as they won the Eurovision song 

contest this year.  When learning about these countries we listened to their music, created some 

art and cooked some food from that country. We particularly enjoyed our French Day where we 

tried lots of different food for a French breakfast and played a French game. At the end of the 

half term we enjoyed taking part in the Gibb Challenge where we were challenged to travel as 

far as we could across the week.  

We are looking forward to the next half term where we will continue to explore different countries 

and hopefully be able to go on more outings in the community.  

  



DIAMOND CLASS                                
Summer 1 2021                                                             

Our Topic: The world in the 

21st  Century 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

It was amazing to see all students back in Diamond class this term. We have had a fantastic term, working 

and having fun together.  

Pre-Formal group worked around the book “One World, Many Colours” by Ben Lerwill, Semi-Formal 

students were reading  “The Last Tree” from Emily Haworth-Booth and Formal group developed their 

work by reading and discussing the Voyage of the Sparrowhank writen by Natasha Farrant. Formal 

students had  chance to meet the author through Youtube live where they asked questions about the 

story and characters. All pupils made a good progress on their reading and comprehension, speaking 

and listening and transcription/composition skills through the different curriculum pahtways.  

In Maths, Pre-Formal developed their skills taking part in sensory games with a peer and/or staff member. 

Semi-Formal Students to develop number skills, as well as space shapes and measurement, learning 

about empty and full and ordinal numers. Formal students have been learning to tell the time and how to 

round up a number to the nearest 10 / 100.  

In Science we worked to learn about animals, which is a sub-topic also in MFL, PE and Art where we 

explored different animal features, groups of animals and habitats. 

Diamonds were also very excited to resume their swimming sessions, we are now swimming every 

Tuesday.  

Next term we will carry on developing some projects that we have initiated this Summer 1, such as 

creating an edible flower bed for our class and to continue with the secret friend activitty.  

All students worked very hard to achieve their targets, well done everyone!  

Wishing you a good break. 

Diamond Class Team  



6th Form Phoenix 

 

In Phoenix class we have been busy.  

In communication, we have enjoyed our book this term “George`s Marvellous Medicine”. Pre 

formal students have experienced the story through different textures, smells and sounds. The 

semi formals students have answered questions about the story using symbols, yes/ wristbands, 

Makaton and eye gaze.  

In cognition we have worked on counting and sorting objects. Pre formal students have 

experienced  different textures and have worked on using both hands to touch and explore 

different textures.  Semi formal students have been using numicon to work on counting numbers 

and choosing which number is bigger or smaller from a choice of up to 3 . We have all really 

enjoyed playing “What’s the time Mr Wolf” this term.  

We hope you all have a lovely half term break.  

  



6th Form Eagles 

 

In the first half of the Summer Term we now have all of our tutor group back in school. It has been a very 

busy term because some of us have been taking exams. We were not able to take them last year due to 

Covid so two of our group have managed to take and pass 17 different tests covering Maths and English. 

These have been Ascentis Entry 2 Awards. We have worked very hard on these and are very proud of 

our achievements. 

 

Our other exciting news this term is the opening of our new 

6th Form office. As part of our work related learning and 

work experience we have developed an office space 

between the two 6th Form classes and are offering a service 

to the rest of the school; laminating, copying, shredding and 

simple Word tasks. We have already had our first 

customers and look forward to adding to our workload next 

term. 

 

 

We have celebrated a special birthday together this term as one of our group turned 18, with a small 

party and we hope to be able to return to going out into the community when we come back after half 

term and continuing with our life skills. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Finally, our ‘leavers’ this year have already begun their transition to their new college. They are now 

going to integration on a Friday morning to meet some new friends and meet up with some old ones from 

last year and the years before that. They will be continuing after half term and we look forward to hearing 

about what they have been doing. 

  



 

SCHOOL DATES 2020 - 2021 

 

Term Start End 
Autumn Term 1 2020 Mon 7th September Fri 23rd October 

STAFF INSET DAYS Wednesday 2nd – Friday 4th September 2020 

Half term Mon 26th October  Fri 30th October 

Autumn Term 2 2020 Tues 3rd November Fri 18th December 
(School finishes at 1.45pm) 

STAFF INSET DAY Monday 2nd November 2020 

Christmas Holidays Mon 21st December Fri 1st January 2021  
 
 

Term Start End 
Spring Term 1 2021 Tues 5th January  Friday 12th February  

STAFF INSET DAY Monday 4th January 2021 

Half term Mon 15th February  Fri 19th February 

Spring Term 2 2021 Mon 22nd February Wed 31st March 
(School finishes at 1.45pm) 

Easter Holidays Thurs 1st April Fri 16th April 
 
 

Term Start End 
Summer Term 1 2021 Mon 19th April Fri 28th May  

STAFF INSET DAY Friday 30th April 2021 

Half term  Mon 31st May Fri 4th June  

Summer Term 2 2021 Mon 7th June Thurs 22nd July 
(School finishes at 1.45pm) 

Summer Holidays Fri 23rd July 2021 Tues 31st August 2021  Mon 22nd Apr 
 

 

 Good Friday   Friday 2nd April 2021 

 Easter Monday   Monday 5th April 2021 

 May Bank Holiday Monday 3rd May & Monday 31st May 2021 
 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

WISHING YOU ALL A 

VERY HAPPY HALF TERM  

FROM THE STAFF &  

PUPILS AT  

BEDELSFORD SCHOOL 


