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Principal’s News

Dear Parents and Carers

Welcome to our Christmas 2021 newsletter. As we continue to move through the ever changing
guidance and challenges that the pandemic brings us we have never the less been excited to be
able to enhance our curriculum offer with new initiatives as well as build on our previous
foundations this term.
In 6th Form our Enterprise initiatives including ‘Busy Birds’ and ‘Teas in the Trees’ have enabled
us to think of others and raise money for charities such as the Poppy appeal and Spelthorne
Farm where some of our students are accessing work experience. Our students made poppies
for Remembrance day and crafts to sell for Christmas as well as running a weekly bakery and
café for individual classes to attend. We have some excellent members of the Sales team
developing!
We were able to celebrate Harvest and Black History Week earlier in the term including taking
part in Bollywood Dancing and we were delighted to be able to host the EYFS and Primary
Shows live and socially distanced on site – what a joy to see the performances once again with
excellent use of voices and AAC devices during the performances. Thank you all for supporting
us with the Covid restrictions we had in place so that we could proceed safely. We are very much
looking forward to the Secondary and 6th Form performance of ‘The Wizard of OZ’ in the new
term!
Our Educational Visits have been able to continue with highlights being horse riding, Beauty and
the Beast at the Rose Theatre and a trip to the Tate Modern. Some wonderful photos have been
shared and we look forward to further organised visits as regulations enable us to achieve.
This term we say goodbye to Jude in Zebras and Rayan in Hippos and we wish them every
success in their new pathways and schools respectively.
I would like to express my grateful thanks and appreciation to all the staff and therapy teams
across the school for their commitment and dedication to the children of Bedelsford and to wish
everyone a safe, peaceful and very happy Christmas.
Kind Regards
Julia
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SPRING TERM 2021
Staff Inset Day

Tuesday 4th January

Pupils Return to School

Wednesday 5th January

Creative Arts Week

Monday 7th - Friday 11th February

Half Term

Monday 14th - Friday 18th February

Staff & Pupils return to School

Monday 21st February

Literacy Week

Monday 28th February - Friday 4th March

World Book Day

Thursday 3rd March

Parents’ Week

Monday 21st - Friday 25th March

with Parents’ Evening

Wednesday 23rd March (16.00-18.30)

Easter Service at St John’s Church

Tuesday 29th March

Easter Fair & Easter Egg Hunt

Wednesday 30th March (13.30-14.30)

Easter Raffle Draw

Thursday 31st March

Last Day of Term

Friday 1st April (Pupils finish at 13.45 pm)

Easter School Holidays

Monday 4th April - Monday 18th April

Inset Day

Tuesday 19th April

Pupils return to School

Wednesday 20th April
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Primary and EYFS
We have been very busy during this run up to Christmas in Primary, preparing for festivities and putting together our
performances for our Christmas shows. It has been heartening that we have been able to cautiously prepare to perform
our productions live to parents and our EYFS Nativity performance was as joyous as ever with our youngest learners
thoroughly engaged in their roles and enthusiastically taking part in songs and delivering their lines to tell the Christmas
story. The Primary performance was also delivered “live” to parents and classes creatively put together pieces that
celebrated the true meaning of the importance of sharing at Christmas time, and pupils used high and low tech
communication aids to share their thoughts. Sadly, we have had to postpone our visiting Pantomime this Christmas time,
but it has been rescheduled for the new year so is something to look forward to in January. However, we once again have
had access to the always popular Singing Hands Christmas Show which classes have been able to watch and sign along
with during our run up to the Christmas break. Classes were very imaginative when providing their peers with accessible
and fun activities and games during their Christmas Fair, and the children enjoyed taking part and getting special
Christmas stickers when they won or took part in a game. Again, we had to be creative when setting it out to ensure we
reduced mixing together too much, so the games were self-running, but classes had loads of messy fun. We have been
learning Christmas songs and Christmas carols in preparation for our Carol Service and alongside the songs we are
working with our fantastic speech and language therapists to learn Makaton signs that go with the words to tell the stories
about this special time of year. Many of our pupils are able to sign words like “Christmas”, “bells” and “donkey” and use
them alongside the songs and carols. Classroom are looking festive and jolly and pupils have really enjoyed decorating
their class Christmas trees with bright colours and shiny ornaments they have made themselves.
Christmas is such a special and happy time at Bedelsford and we extend our festive wishes of joy to you all and hope you
have a truly peaceful and wonderful time this year, and that you are able to share it with your families and friends.

Becky Clowes

Head of Primary and EYFS
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Secondary and 6th Form
We have had a very busy term in Secondary and 6th Form with the introduction of some new activities and the return of
off-site visits.
Secondary pupils have worked hard on their ASDAN accreditation work. They have enjoyed taking part in a range of
activities that have helped them to develop their Citizenship skills. It has been a real pleasure to observe students
interacting with each other in sessions and developing their interpersonal skills.
They have also been busy making items to sell for Christmas as part of our ‘Busy Bees’ workshop. The pupils have been
working on a production line for a day a week and have produced some wonderful item. These have been sold to raise
money for future activities throughout the year.

After the half term break we started two new activities:
6th Form made poppies which were sold in
£112.02 for the Royal British Legion Surbiton.
branch was invited in to receive the money.
were able to look at service medals awarded
different military personnel.

reception, they raised
A member of the local
During the visit pupils
and uniforms worn by

A small group of pupils (6) have attended Hurst Park Pool where they
are able to swim in a local pool https://www.placesleisure.org/centres/
the-hurst-pool/ Pupils have been practicing their swimming, using the
vending machine and either completing a small piece of work at the
pool or playing a game whilst waiting for their friends to finish. The
experience has been very popular with both pupils and staff. We are
hoping that some pupils will be able to gain a swimming a certificate
by the end of next term.
As part of our work experience programme in 6th Form pupils have been accessing Spelthorne Special Needs Farm every
Friday. http://heathrowspecialneedscentre.org. The group began the sessions with a lovely visit and were able to meet all
of the animals and find out what their weekly responsibilities would be. On arrival they are given jobs to complete with
support. We are in the process of raising some much needed funds for the farm as they are a charity. 6 th Form have
organised a raffle and we have been selling tickets, with the generous donations from parents and staff we have managed
to make up eight hampers. We will add the total raised to our new fund raising board in reception in the New Year.
Secondary and 6th Form were due to be performing ‘The Wizard of Oz’ as a Christmas production. This has been
postponed until after Christmas and will now be performed on Friday 21 st January. Pupils have been practising hard and
the scenery looks amazing.
Have a lovely Christmas and a Happy New Year

Denise Heffernan
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Meerkats News
During Autumn Term 2 the children in Meerkats have continued learning about themselves and
especially about their families (looking at pictures of their favourite people in their life). We have
been reading the story “Goldilocks and the Three Bears” to learn about family, as well as counting
up to three and sizes. We have celebrated events such us Diwali, exploring light and making our
own candle holders, Remembrance Day making poppies and Bonfire Night exploring fireworks
(their colour and sound). Towards the end of the term we have been focusing on our Christmas
Nativity performance where the children did a great job singing and representing their roles in the
story. It was great to have parents coming to see their children and we all enjoyed that day as well
as the preparations behind. The children have also been very busy creating Christmas
decorations, cards and exploring everything related to these festive days. This first term has been
great, seeing all the children settled back to school, enjoying and learning.
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Elephants News
This half term Elephant class have experienced
a wide range of activities. Back in November
the class explored fireworks; exploring light
switch toys, creating firework painting, listening
to fireworks and creating firework noises.

Elephants had great fun attending a Bollywood Dance workshop. They enjoyed listening to the
bells on the dancer and learning some new moves.
Elephants have also had an opportunity to use the Innowalker and for some it was their very first
time.
Another highlight this term was meeting the horse that came to visit the school.
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Giraffes News
Our Autumn Term has been an exciting but incredibly busy one for everyone in Giraffes class with all new friends
and new challenges. Our topic this term has been ‘Friendships’ and we have been giving and sharing with all our
new friends in Giraffes. We found out that we all love music, dancing and singing. These are some of our favourite
things. Everyone in Giraffes class has coped well with new changes and have shown they are very resilient..
We have had two different performances this term; choosing ‘Harvest festival’ as our Harvest festival song where
we explored different food from around the world and ‘Santa Claus is coming to Kingston-Upon-Thames’ as our
Christmas Production, which meant that we have been going out to Kingston to find different areas to explore. We
have loved both of our productions and hope to be able to do more performances in the future. We have also been
having our regular SALT group weekly and have been engaging intensely during these sessions.

WEBSITE: www.bedelsfordschool.org

Hippos News
Hippos class have worked hard this term. We have all developed our communication skills,
being able to express our wants and our feelings using our preferred method of communication
with increased independence. We have all enjoyed taking part in attention bucket sessions and
having fun with our friends.
We hope you all have a very happy Christmas.
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Zebras News
During this term, Zebra Class has been very busy expanding their knowledge about friendships by learning about
different cultures and nationalities. Also, we learnt about different ways to describe ourselves by using symbols,
pictures and sensory exploration tasks, by using our 5 senses. The chosen story for this term has been: “All are
welcome” by Alexandra Penfold, which has helped us to improve our learning about relationships.
We have started our horse-riding lessons at Park Lane Stables. The pupils have really enjoyed interacting with the
horses, showing amazing responses and enjoyment.
Additionally, Zebra class has celebrated important festivities this term, such as: Bonfire night, Remembrance Day,
Wellbeing week and of course, Christmas. We have worked very hard on: creating a recycled Christmas tree,
decorations for class, Christmas fair, our Christmas performance and we have also enjoyed learning new
Christmas songs and new Makaton signs with Singing hands.
All the students have worked very hard this term, well done everyone!
Have a wonderful Christmas holiday! – From Zebra’s class team
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Lions News
This term Lion Class have been reading a book called ‘All are Welcome’ by Alexandra Penfold. It describes how
we are similar and different to our friends but everyone is welcome. It explores different cultures, traditions and
abilities and we have been doing some amazing activities linked to it to celebrate our similarities and differences.
We also used it as a basis for our Christmas performance which was entitled ‘All are Welcome at Christmas’. We
talked about our traditions that we share at Christmas time and other things we love to do when it gets colder.
We then used our communication aids to perform this to the audience. We also designed and decorated props
for the show.

We have been working hard on our physical targets this half term too with lots of Mats and Movement sessions,
daily session in the standing frame and also using the Innowalk and the trikes when we can. We continued our
last visits to Park Lane Stables this half term and have been swimming each week. The children have worked so
hard this half term and I hope you all have a lovely rest.
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Quartz News
Communication
This term we experienced a sensory massage story ‘The Wizard of Oz,’ and we continued to develop our communication skills
through the use of symbols, Objects of Reference, and Eye-gaze devices. We listened to different sounds in our Sensology and
music box lessons, and we also explored rhythm through the iPad ‘Guitar’ application. In our phonics lessons we explored the
sound of letters, and we counted numbers and used ‘Numicon’ shapes to help develop our understanding of one-to-one
correspondence.
.
Cognition and Learning
We sorted and matched shapes and colours, and we held and placed shapes into a sorter, and counted coins in our piggy bank.
In our ASDAN lessons, we identified ‘People who helped us’, like our bus escorts, and we investigated ‘foods which are good’
and ‘not so good’ to eat.
Social and Emotional
We experienced a ‘Bollywood’ dance workshop and a memorable trip to the Rose theatre to see ‘Beauty and the beast’. We
also had a visit from ‘Trigger’ the horse and a fun Christmas fair.
Physical and Sensory
We have enjoyed our weekly ‘sound bath’ and ‘Attention group’ sessions, and we experienced immersive RE lessons in our
class sensory room. We have also worked so hard on developing our independence through use of the ‘Innowalk’ and daily
physiotherapy activities.
Wishing a safe and happy Christmas and new year.
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Sapphires News

Sapphire students worked very hard this term. Formal learners were supported to write formal and
informal messages. Semi-Formal students developed their sentences using “Who”; “What”; “Where” and
“When” during their English lessons. In Maths, students worked on 2D and 3D shapes properties, using
number lines, using beebots and adding by counting using Numicon. All pupils seemed very engaged
learning about electricity: “how to be safe when using electrical items” was one of the topics where
students developed their activities. Formal learners were working in groups to create electrical circuits.
All students in Sapphire made a very good progress working on their individual learning intentions. They
took part in individualised activities such as Occupational Therapy, Speech and Language sessions, fine
motor skills in class, Physiotherapy and positional timetable. In Spanish, all students seemed very
excited greeting each other and taking part in a penpal activity. Every Wednesday KS3 and KS4
students took part in ASDAN. They all made a very good progress developing topics such as
friendships, relationships, citizenship, and core subject related learning. Well done Sapphires!
Wishing you all a Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year!
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Rubies News
Rubies’ Class have had a fun and active half-term, and engaged well in a variety of new activities and learning opportunities.
Within Maths lessons, we have enjoyed exploring, building and describing 3D shapes and their properties. Walking around the
school, taking photos and comparing everyday 3D items has been one of our favourite activities. We also used plastic shapes
to build structures and learn about different nets of 3D shapes.
Later in the term, we focused on measure using both non-standard and centimetres when developing our understanding of
length. We had a fantastic time selecting items to measure and use symbols and High-Tech AAC to share our findings.
Over the course of the term, we have explored ‘Autumn’, in a cross-curricula approach. During incidental learning, we have
focused on the months and typical events within each season. Within humanities lessons, we had a great time looking at the
colours of Autumn. We engaged well when making a range of materials to make sensory collages and also name key features
of our Autumn.
‘Well-being Week’ was another highlight, where we were fortunate enough to have a visit from a local stable and enjoyed
feeding, grooming and learning about horses. This was an opportunity to link into animal care and also identifying ‘living
things.’ During this time, we voted on activities we would like to try during our Friday afternoon’s ‘Games Club’. Everyone
engaged so well and enjoyed attempting new activities with our peers. ‘Voting’ has been a key part of many aspects within the
school day. This was demonstrated when electing our class and deputy representative for the School Council. As part of our
ASDAN work we have looked at the importance of voting. The class all thoughtful elected a peer and showed great
sportsmanship when the votes were counted up and the new representative was revealed. From this we continued to work
together on several occasions to bring and share ideas for our School Council meetings.
As part of our build up to Winter, we have learnt about why and how Christmas is celebrated. We had a lovely time when
engaging with Christmas-based activities, within school and the wider community setting. Making and personalising Christmas
cards and decorating our class was one of our favourite activities this half-term. During the build up to Christmas, we engaged
with a range of new materials and took great pride when preparing items to take home. We also visited the local markets to
enjoy the sights, sounds and smells of music. Looking at and taking photos of decorations we also one of our key moments.
We wish you all a relaxing Christmas break and look forward to seeing you all in the new year.

Best wishes, Clair Wilcock and Rubies Staff Team.
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Emeralds News
It has been a really busy term in Emerald class with lots of things to celebrate and commemorate. We all enjoyed
our trip to Hampton Court Palace where we dressed up in costumes and explored the Kings Kitchens. We have
learnt about bonfire night and held our own sensory experience in the forest school area. We commemorated
remembrance day and completed lots of activities based on this and learnt about Diwali. The class also enjoyed
our well-being week which included a Bollywood dance workshop. We even wrote some letters to a school in
Spain and hope they send us some back! Most recently we have enjoyed lots of Christmas celebrations; we
decorated the classroom, attended some virtual carol concerts and practiced our school play which you will
hopefully be able to see in the new year.

We hope you all have a lovely Christmas and a positive new year.
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Diamond News
Diamond class have been hard at work this half term. We have enjoyed going out into the community
each week. Some students have been visiting the riverside and spending time out in nature. Others
have been enjoying time in cafes and buying resources for class from the Bentall Centre.
Pupils have been focusing on their physical and sensory development, using the Innowalk, Motomed
and trampoline in their PE lessons.
Pupils have enjoyed using technology to enable them to access their learning. We have explored
switch operated items, using the iPads for fine motor work and online computer games.
As part of our work in cognition, pupils have been developing their independent exploration and thinking
skills to prepare themselves for the future and challenge themselves as independent learners.
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6th Form Eagles News
Enterprise:
Eagles have opened up Busy Birds Bakery this half term. We have been making
bread using our breadmaker and baking sweet bread buns in class using our own
recipe, and adding icing and chocolate chips. We have also designed posters to
advertise our bakery and sold our products around the school.
The Teas in the Trees café has continued, we have now served every secondary
class in the school and are hoping to expand into primary next term. Our talented
team of waiters, baristas and cashiers have been learning a lot from this
experience and developing skills that they can use in future workplaces.

Spelthorne Farm:
Three Eagles have been lucky enough to go to Spelthorne Farm this
half term, where they have been learning about animal care and plant
care. They have helped feed the pigs, horses, and goats at the farm,
and have helped organise for events and parties. Next half term,
another group will be given the opportunity to visit, and every student
in Eagles class will have had the chance to work with the animals at
Spelthorne Farm and learn new skills by the end of the year.

Kingston Parliament:
Eagles class prepared and delivered a PowerPoint presentation to the Kingston
Disability Parliament this half term. We highlighted the issues that our learners
face getting into and out of buildings in Kingston town centre, about accessing
local parks whilst crossing busy roads, and about travelling down pavements with
bushes and twigs at wheelchair height. We presented this to the full Parliament,
including members of Kingston Borough Council, at the start of December, and
the whole of Eagles class was praised for their powerful and insightful
presentation. Well done to all our students for their hard work!

Accreditations:
Eagles have worked hard on our accreditations in Maths, English, Life Skills and
Work Skills throughout this half term. We have produced lots of work on food
safety and storage, and on health and safety in the workplace, as well as working
through ASDAN accreditations in English and Maths. Well done to our student
who has passed four exams at the Entry 3 level in English and Maths this half
term, we are all extremely proud of her achievement!

Tate Modern:
Three of our learners had the opportunity to visit the Tate Modern art gallery on
Wednesday 15th December. We had a wonderful time looking at all the art on
display and our students enjoyed their time visiting an arts venue. They were a
credit to themselves and the school throughout and were very clear on which art
they did, and did not, enjoy looking at. We are so pleased our learners had the
chance to visit this venue - especially as two of them had specifically asked to
visit an art gallery.
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6th Form Phoenix News
Phoenix have had a great term. We have continued to study the Wizard of Oz through sensory story
and production, now happening in January. One highlight was contributing to our community, donating
£112.02 to the Surbiton British Legion through the sale of our homemade felt poppies. It was exciting
to have Gerry and Jan come in to collect the money we raised. Our work skills continued to focus on
landscaping our garden area with pea gravel. We also worked very hard on enterprise to sell at the
Christmas Fair. We raised over £150.00 through the sale of goods. We have also put together some
lovely raffle baskets in aid of Spelthorne Special Needs farm and raised over £100. Thank you for all
the support! Students in Phoenix class are given lots of opportunities to voice their opinions and say
what they like and dislike. We have been adhering to our theme this term of ‘everyone is unique’ and
finding out about different people’s tastes. We wish you all a very happy holiday and a happy healthy
New Year.
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WISHING YOU ALL A
VERY
HAPPY CHRISTMAS
FROM THE STAFF
AND PUPILS AT
BEDELSFORD SCHOOL

