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Headteacher’s News

Dear Parents and Carers
Welcome to our end of year newsletter! – this year has flown by and we have been delighted to be able to
enjoy all our indoor and outdoor events once again. It has been fantastic to see so many families come into
school and join with us to celebrate their child’s achievements through shows, sports days, our wonderful 6 th
Form Prom and other events.
Significantly, we held our Celebration of Life Service where we remembered and celebrated the unique lives of
those we have lost over this time. At times when we learned of our friends passing the community sadness felt
quite overwhelming but we always understood that our families were experiencing unimaginable grief at a time
when being together was so restricted due to the pandemic. We remembered through, songs, poems, readings
and activities the joy they brought to their families and our lives as a school community. The poem we adapted
is included in this newsletter.
We have seven students in total leaving this year – Beau, Jordan, Mubin, Levin, Freya and Darren as well as
one of our younger pupils Dakshit. They are going to Beaconsfield, Wyvern and Treloars Colleges as well as
Dysart and a new school in Nottingham respectively. Some of our students have been at Bedelsford for 16
Years so it is a very exciting but somewhat daunting next step. They will be missed and we wish them all every
success in their new settings and look forward to hearing how they are getting on.
We also have 3 staff members leaving. Carole has been our Bedelsford Chef for over 20 Years and we wish
her every happiness in her retirement – the children and staff are all hoping that her exacting standards will be
kept up by our new Kitchen team! Gary has supported the whole team with his many skills and ensuring all our
Moving and Handling processes were supported. He will be looking after his Grandchild and we wish him and
his family every happiness for the future. Ilona has been a wonderful TA working always so calmly and
diligently with all our pupils. We also say a temporary farewell to Clair who is due to have her baby in August.
We look forward to hearing the happy news.
It remains for me to say an enormous thank you to all our dedicated and committed staff team, families and
stakeholders for all their support for each and every child and our school as a whole, especially as we came
through our challenging year.
We very much look forward to the New Academic Year which starts on Thursday 1 st September for Staff and
Monday 5th September for pupils.
Kind Regards
Julia
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GOVERNOR’S MESSAGE

“The year has flown by and it has been a busy one for Bedelsford pupils,

staff and governors! We hope that you all have a relaxing and refreshing
summer break and we look forward to continuing to support our
wonderful school community from September.
Best of luck to all Bedelsford Leavers for their new adventures. We will
miss you!
Warm wishes from and on behalf of the Bedelsford Local Governing
Board,
Julia Darbyshire (Chair)
Tammy Segala (Vice Chair)”
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EYFS & Primary Department
The final term of 2022 has been packed with lovely learning experiences for the Primary and Early
Years pupils at Bedelsford. Teachers and staff have provided exciting and motivating activities for the
children which have continued to support them in their progress and engagement right through to this
final half term, after what has been a year of very much getting back to normal routines and
expectations. It has been so wonderful to see all classes across the department establish such
positive peer and staff relationships and enjoy each day of learning together with confidence and with
true support of one another.
Classes in Primary and Early Years have taken advantage of the good weather this half term and
have been visiting a variety of different places to enable them to experience real life aspects of what
they have been learning about in school. This has included trips to Windsor Castle, The Oval Cricket
Ground, Thames Valley Adventure Playground and Hobbledown Farm and Activity Park, as well as
taking part in The Rotary Club’s Kids Out Day at Chessington World of Adventures. Although not all
children were able to use some of the rides at Chessington, they were able to see many of the animals
and enjoy picnics and other attractions there, and everyone had a really fun day.
We have been fortunate to have some great workshops visiting school and the pupils have enjoyed
taking part in music and dance experiences provided by the visitors. In addition to these, classes
worked so hard to put together a celebration of their learning, culminating in a truly heart-warming
Primary Summer Show, where they performed songs, acting, poems, dance and music for families
and friends. It was such a joy to all be together again and the pupils fed off the celebratory
atmosphere in the room by performing with confidence and enthusiasm. Everyone was very proud of
their contribution to such a lovely event.
There has been some changes of classes and staff for some pupils as we end this half term with our
transition week, but as ever, our pupils demonstrate their resilience and ability to accept change with a
positive attitude and are embracing the differences in new classes with curiosity and enthusiasm.
I would like to congratulate our pupils and staff in Early Years and Primary for all their incredibly hard
work in what has been a very busy year at Bedelsford and wish every one of them a well-deserved
rest over the Summer holidays in preparation for another exciting year of learning in September.
Wishing you all peace and happiness together this Summer break.
Becky Clowes
Head of Early Years and Primary
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Meerkats News
During our Summer 2 Term we have been learning about holidays and the seaside, and how to get to different
places using different means of transport. We have also enjoyed different events such as Sports Day and Summer
Fun Day (having fun on a bouncy castle), and Gamelan and Jubilee Dancing workshops.
We went as a whole class to Hobbledown to spend the day in our end of the year trip. We explored the surroundings
and watched lots of animals and we were able to touch a guinea pig. We also saw some meerkats and, more
interesting, some lemurs as some of our current Meerkats children will be in Lemur class next year. What a great
day we had and we finished it in the giant water pillow where everyone enjoyed it.
In our last part of the term, we focused on preparing for our EYFS performance, where we invited parents and where
we went through our Learning Journey through the year with songs we have learnt for each topic. Also, every child
made a collage sun for our last song “We are going on a Summer Holiday”. We finished this event finding out which
class each child would be in next year.
What an amazing year this has been, seeing all the children develop and grow, but especially to see their smiles
every day when they arrive at school. For those that will move to a new class, it has been a pleasure working with
them and being their Teacher and I wish them all the best in their futures. For those that will be in Meerkats with me
next year, I can’t wait to see what new things they will be learning. For everyone, children, parents, carers and staff,
have a wonderful Summer break and we will see you in September.
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Elephants News
Elephants have spent the last half term learning about animals. They had a great trip to Chessington World of
Adventures where they saw sea life creatures and spotted a tiger. In class, Elephants have been reading ‘Dear
Greenpeace’, learning all about a Blue Whale living in a pond. Elephants have enjoyed the wonderful warm weather
the half term has brought. They have tried to bring learning outside as much as possible. This has helped Elephant
Class make lots of progress physically and socially. Closer to the end of the half term, Elephants had another
amazing trip, to Thames Valley Adventure Playground, where there were lots of new experiences to enjoy as a
class.
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Giraffes News
Giraffe Class has been very busy during the second half of the Summer Term. We have learnt
about many different things and explored many different places. Some of us went horse riding
and all of us got the opportunity to go out to Thames Valley Adventure Playground, where we
spent a lot of time exploring the different activities. Giraffes really loved the water play there. The
day before our transition we performed our performance piece which was a great success.
We are excited for the future as we all move into new classes. Thank you to everyone for your
support over the last school year and we look forward to new challenges in the future.
From Giraffes
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Hippos News
Hippos have had a good term.
All of Hippos have worked really hard in phonics, some of us are now able to identify up to 6
sounds from a choice of 2. Some of us have been working on applying our phonic knowledge to
blend words together.
We have really enjoyed taking part in Sports Day and Fun Day. We have all enjoyed our art
lessons, where we created a hippo out of junk modelling and covered it with photos from our year.

We hope that you all have a lovely summer holiday.
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Zebras News
Zebra’s Class has been very busy this term, by taking part in several school celebrations:
Chessington World of Adventures Day, which we enjoyed very much. We went on several rides and we also visited
the Zoo and the Aquarium
International Fair week, in which we have learnt about different important people in Spanish speaking countries,
through activities each class have kindly prepared
Summer Fun Day - we participated in different games with peers from other classes in the school. We won some
amazing prizes and also bought lots of treats, which we have loved very much.
Celebration of Life at St. John’s Church, where we remembered all our friends who are not with us any more.
“Commonwealth” and “Gamalan” workshops, in which we enjoyed dancing and playing new instruments.
MOVE day, by engaging in different MOVE activities to help us develop our physical development.
Sports Day: not only the games and sports we have practiced in school with our classmates, but also the races we
took part in with our Primary friends at Fairfield Park.
All students have worked very hard over this academic year and they have made huge progress towards their
Individual Learning Intentions and also engaged in all the subjects from our Schemes of Work.
Have a very well deserved Summer holiday.
From Zebra’s class team
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Lions News
It has been an amazing term in Lions. We have enjoyed getting out in our sensory garden and enjoying the sunshine.
Our outside area was transformed into a Garden Centre where we planted our own seeds and watched them grow
and a Café where we made our own iced drinks to help us cool down.
In Literacy we have been looking at a range of nature poems and exploring how to create poems. We have been
practising our listening skills where we read some poems without the titles and then had to guess which flower they
were describing.
We have been growing cress in Science and looking at what plants need to grow. We put some in the sun and some
in the cupboard. The ones in the sun grew nice and tall and green and the ones in the cupboard were yellow and
much smaller. We also found out that plants need water to grow as the ones we didn’t water didn’t grow at all!
We had a wonderful time at Sports Day to show off all the progress we have made with our MOVE goals and our
physical and sensory goals. We used our chairs, walkers and legs to get moving and won lots of races. It was also
lovely to have a picnic with lots of our families.
We had an amazing time at the Summer Performance where we showcased all our talents with some music using
switches, poem reading using Big Macks and then showing off our dance moves in our walkers or by standing
independently.
We have had a fantastic year as Lion Class. We hope you all have an amazing Summer.
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Secondary & 6th Form Department
What a busy half term for Secondary and 6th Form. We started the half term with a leavers trip to the Isle of Wight.
We travelled over on the Sunday of the Jubilee weekend to get everything ready for the pupils the next day.
Whilst the rest of the school enjoyed an extra day’s holiday for the Queens Jubilee 5, 6th Form pupils were at
school eager to go away. We were very lucky with the ferry crossing and managed to get onto the earlier boat.
After settling into our cottages we discussed where we would visit during our stay. We enjoyed trips to the Steam
Railway, Butterfly World, Osborne House and Oasis. The weather was very kind to us, not too hot and definitely
at a temperature that suited all pupils. We all enjoyed cooking, having BBQs and making packed lunches. Pupils
were very positive about the trip and were able to make memories to take onto their new placements.
Key Stage 3 & 4 pupils have successfully completed their ASDAN New Horizons and Transition Challenge units.
We should be getting certificates very soon. Feedback was very positive from our external verifier. Those pupils
moving up a Key Stage will begin to study for the next qualification and those remaining in the same Key Stage
will continue their studies.
6th Form leavers have completed their English, Maths and Life Skills qualifications. They have worked extremely
hard over the last 3 years and should be very proud of themselves.
6th Form organised the ‘Fun Day’, this was an opportunity for all pupils across school to take part in activities
designed and run by 6th Form. Prizes were sourced from the local shops and presented to pupils. It was a really
fun day that everyone enjoyed.
We had our sports day at Fairfield which was good fun. Pupils took part in lots of different races throughout the
afternoon, we were joined by some parents and it was a lovely opportunity to get together after such a long time.
Last week Secondary & 6th Form presented their Summer Show. It was lovely to reflect on some of the
achievements and activities that have taken place during the year. The event was very well received from the
parents that joined the performance.
We had our Prom on Thursday 14th July where we were able to celebrate the achievements of our six leavers.
Have a lovely summer break and good luck to our leavers for 2022.
I look forward to welcoming all of the students back to school in September.
Denise Heffernan
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Quartz News
Communication and Interaction
International week was an experience filled with many different activities; we ‘travelled to
different countries’ and experienced music, culture and art. We also had sensory stories and a
memorable end of term performance.
Cognition and Learning
We visited Hampton Court Palace and experienced a workshop, exploring different smells in Henry the VIII’s Kitchen.
For Sky Arts week we made passports and then experienced different regions around the world; The Artic, Forest,
Jungle and Seaside, while exploring stimuli in our sensory trays with accompanying sounds.
Social and Emotional, Mental Health
We explored the concept of change, and new beginnings through circle time activities. We also had whole school
events this term; a fun day with games, bouncy castle, face painting and the Queen’s Jubilee celebration, Jubilee
dance workshop also other workshops like Gamelan and Science.
Physical and Sensory
In art we designed and made sun catchers, flags and finger pots, and in our cooking lessons we made bread pudding
and cheese rolls with gluten free pastry. It was fun exploring different ingredients in our sensory trays and using the
food processor linked to switches to grate mature cheddar.
We have enjoyed a very busy year and we are and looking forward to our summer holidays and meeting new friends in
the new school year.
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Sapphire News
Our Topic: Exploration and Adventures

We have had an amazing Summer Term in Sapphire class. It was great to see all the students
having fun and learning together. Summer Term is always special and we worked as a real
team, not only to get our work done, but also to enjoy every minute of each project. This term,
Sapphire students were real explorers: they all worked very hard to create our incredible Summer Production, as well as giving their best during Sports Day / Active Week, or, when they took
part in fun day activities. With the end of this academic year fast approaching, we just moved to
Diamond Class. It will be a great space for all Sapphires (now Diamond) students to learn and
achieve their individual targets next academic year.
Wishing you a good Summer break.
Sapphire class team
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Rubies News
Rubies have had a fantastic end to the academic year, both within learning activities and extra-curricular
celebrations.
Over the course of the half term, Rubies have collected a range of data, which we later used to compare results,
when making tally charts and bar graphs in Maths. This was a positive opportunity to share our opinions and use
the language of ‘most’, ‘least’ and ‘equal to’ when comparing different topics.
Within our ‘flowers and plants’ topic, we enjoyed developing our understanding of nature and the world around
us. This has supported pupils to help with everyday garden activities, where we have continued to maintain both
our immediate outdoor space and wider school environment. This has linked well with our mini beasts and micro
habitats topic, where we have inspected the outdoor areas to identify a range of mini beasts and identify where
they typically live.
We all had a fantastic Kids Day Out at Chessington World of Adventures. As a group, we enjoyed the aquarium,
zoo and some of the attractions within the park area. A picnic lunch was also a wonderful opportunity to spend
time with our peers and enjoy being in a less familiar setting.
Towards the end of the academic year, we had a fantastic time during Summer Fun Day. It was a great
opportunity to celebrate events, as part of a wider school environment. Some of our favourite moments included:
a bouncy castle, face painting, photo booths and stalls.
Wishing you all a restful summer. Rubies’ Class
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Emeralds News
We are very sad that our time in Emerald Class has come to an end but we are all looking
forward to the new experiences we will be having in our new classes. This Summer Term we
have enjoyed lots of adventures; our most exciting one being our trip to Sandown where we
took part in an adaptive skiing lesson. We have also enjoyed our School Sports Day and
Summer Fun Day. Towards the end of the term we all performed in the School Summer
Production where we read out a poem based on our memories and adventures from the
Summer. We have had so much fun together this year but we are excited to be making new
memories with new friends in the future.
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Diamond News
Diamond Class have enjoyed spending time outdoors during the Summer Term. We enjoyed a
class picnic in Bushy Park to celebrate our year together.
We took part in secondary sports day with our friends from other classes. We are continuing to
work on our independence and physical skills, carrying out our physiotherapy exercises every
day.
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6th Form Phoenix News
Our definite highlight this term was orchestrating and running the Summer Fun Day! We had so much positive feedback from staff and students across the school. It was a very wonderful day for everyone to spend together after
being cooped up from Covid for so long. We raised more than £450 for our Enterprise business from the sale of the
game tickets. We also solicited local businesses for prizes for the Friends of Bedelsford raffle, showing that we can
benefit our school community, as well as our local community. We made our garden area beautiful by pulling weeds
and continuing our landscape project. For our part in the local community, we donated bags of necessities to the
local homeless shelter. The beaming faces of the shelter workers at our students and their work was reward enough.
We have had an incredible term and are now ready to rest and relax this Summer.
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6th Form Eagles News
Duke of Edinburgh Award:
Eagles Class have continued working towards our Duke of Edinburgh Bronze Awards this half term. We have
moved on to trying penalty shoot-outs (so far the students have won two and the staff none, so clearly we need
to up our game). Our students are getting increasingly confident at ball control and passing. We still need to log
some additional hours on this and our hope is that we will be able to play a match with our students by the time
we are done!

Trinity Art Award:
This half term, we began to make our clay sculptures in class. We researched the method, and then we began to make the frames for our sculptures. Unfortunately, as this has been a very busy term, we weren’t able
to get much further this time. Next term, we will begin again and make sure we get our sculptures finished,
completed, and ready to be submitted for the award.

Summer Fun Day:
Eagles were asked to help run the stalls for our Summer Fun Day in June. This was a great chance for our
students to practice their Work Skills, and to do so independently with staff supervising but as minimally as
possible. As well as running the stalls, our students were carrying out customer services and taking ticket
payments. Unfortunately, owing to all our hard work we weren’t able to join in ourselves (much), but our
contribution meant that other classes and students could enjoy the activities that had been laid out, and
gave us a valuable chance at work experience.
Enterprise:
Teas in the Trees café has continued, with all the Secondary classes visiting us again. Our final guests
this half term were Rubies, who we invited for a second time when we ran out of slots. We have enjoyed
serving our friends in other classes and we look forward to this again next year.
We have also continued with Busy Birds Bakery, selling some cakes in the café, and others around
school. This term, we have practiced cheesecake and rocky road, as our oven has sadly been out of
action. That being said, cooler products have gone down very well at the moment!
Accreditations:
We have continued working towards our Life and Work Skills accreditations, which this half term has
involved our students maintaining a herb garden, as well as practicing frying, baking, grilling and
steaming different foods. We’ve had some interesting experiments – we don’t recommend steamed veggie sausages, for instance! Our students have loved having a chance to show us their baking and horticultural skills and it has been fantastic to have a chance to see our herbs grow. Elsewhere, we have begun some work towards the English and Maths accreditations we will be doing next year.

Skills Booster:
We have been lucky enough to have five skills booster sessions this half term, in which our
students have learnt the skills needed to run, and shop, in a garden centre. We’ve practiced
using debit cards, making plant pots, planting and watering sunflower seeds, and making marketing materials – as well as selling items to other classes. This has covered a multitude of
skills, including English, Maths and Art, so it’s been very useful to have had this opportunity.
Brooklands Museum:
Some of our students had the chance to go on a trip to Brooklands Museum in
Surrey. We were able to have a look at some old planes, and sit in some of the
seats. We were also able to look at some vintage motorbikes and racing cars, and
have a look at the Brooklands test track, where some of the land speed records
were set. Best of all, we got to drive some of the buses!

Isle of Wight:
We had a great time on our Leavers’ trip to the Isle of Wight! Three students from Eagles went, staying in
accessible holiday cottages and cared for by our staff. We had exciting trips to the Isle of Wight steam
railway, Butterfly World, and Osborne House, Queen Victoria’s old holiday home. We even got a fly-past
from a Spitfire whilst we were on the beach. As well as seeing the sights, our students had a chance to
socialise with each other outside of school. It was lovely to see them all having fun together.
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Music Therapy Research at Bedelsford School:
Therapeutic relationships in psychodynamic music therapy with clients with
complex needs.
A Participatory Action Research Project.

There will be a research project taking place at school between January 2022
and June 2023. Tara Roman, one of the school music therapists is a PhD
research student at the University of Roehampton and she will be inviting
children, young people and family members to take part. The project aims to work
with children, young people and their families to find out what is important about
music therapy for the children and young people and how music therapy helps
them. This will be of benefit to the children, young people and their families taking
part in the research and also other children, young people and their families in
the future. It will be an opportunity for children, young people and their family
members to have their say and use their knowledge and experiences to increase
our understanding about some of the ways music therapy can support children
and young people at our school. There will be no pressure to take part in the
research project and participants can stop at any stage without giving a reason.
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Patrons:

July 2022

Dear Parents, Carers and Staff at Bedelsford,
We’ve had a great start to the year! Our Easter raffle raised £853, and our summer raffle raised £1,300.
We had two wonderful garden community days. Everyone who attended said how nice it was to meet other parents, staff, and family
members by spending the day chatting and doing something wonderful for the school. The photos of the children exploring the
gardens after the revamp were just priceless. We are hoping to have one more day in September or early October; we’ll share the
date as soon as we can.
We were thrilled to be able to donate £52k towards the sunken trampoline that is planned for the school. This money has been
raised over the last 10+ years.
Our bank balance is now looking rather light, therefore, as a charity, we are trying to think of other ways that we can maximise our
fundraising opportunities.
Over the summer we shall be writing to local businesses asking if they’d like to become regular sponsors.
We have also set up an Instagram account for us to help with our fundraising. Search for Friends of Bedelsford to follow and share us.
Matched funding
Do you or anyone you know work for an organisation that does matched funding for employees? Matched funding is a generous
scheme that often gives £ for £ for any monies raised. Please get in touch via email if you can help. It’s a great way to generate funds.
Regular-giving scheme
Our charity has a Just Giving page. Like any charity, you, friends or family can become regular donators. Head to our Just Giving page
or Instagram page and click donate to become a monthly contributor.
Online auction
We are hoping to run an online silent auction in the autumn / winter term. We already have a few donated gifts (signed football shirts
and books). If anyone has any contacts who can donate prizes for an auction or ideas, please get in touch.
Finally, as always, we’re looking for any other help you may be able to offer. You don’t have to commit to always being at the
meetings, but if you feel you can help for particular events please get in touch.
Wishing you all a wonderful summer holiday. Thanks for your continued support.
Kind regards,
Jenny Allen
Chairperson
Email: Friendsofbedelsford@gmail.com
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A Poem for Bedelsford School ‘Celebration of Life’
Feel no guilt in laughter, they know how much we care.
Feel no sorrow in a smile that they are not here to share.
We cannot grieve forever; they would not want us to.
They’d hope that we could live our lives the way we always do.
So, talk about the good times and the way we showed we cared,
the days we spent together, all the happiness we shared.
Let memories surround us, a word someone may say

will suddenly recapture a time, an hour or a day,
that brings them back as clearly as though they were still here,
and fills us with the feeling that they are always near.
For if we keep those moments, we will never be apart
and they will live forever locked safely within our hearts.
Remembering and honouring
Daniel, Kiyan, Sebastian, Roz, Ollie and Ethan
June 2022

WEBSITE: www.bedelsfordschool.org

Bedelsford Prom
We celebrated the Leavers Prom on Thursday 14th July. We were very lucky with the weather and managed to be outside
in the Secondary Playground. The theme chosen by pupils was ‘Jubilee’, pupils enjoyed making crowns, bunting and banners to decorate the playground, they even managed to make a platinum bus. Afternoon tea was served on cake stands,
with ice-cream, candy floss and a selection of cold drinks. We even had special visitors ‘Paddington and The Queen’ who
enjoyed a cup of tea and a marmalade sandwich.
We had six leavers who are going onto various new placements – Dysart School, Beacosnfield College, Wyvern College
and Tealoar College. Each leaver had a PowerPoint presentation which included photographs of their time at Bedelsford
School, a hoodie, record of achievement and a book containing photographs that they can enjoy with family and friends.
The evening was a huge success and was very well attended by Governors, School Staff, families and friends. We all look
forward to hearing about our leavers new adventures as they leave Bedelsford School and continue their adult life in their
new placements.
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Leavers
Sadly, we have to say goodbye to three of our Eagles’ students and three of our Phoenix students, who have
completed their time at Bedelsford and move on to exciting new adventures. We will miss them all, but wish
them all the best and every good luck as they start a new chapter in their lives.

WISHING YOU ALL A VERY HAPPY
SUMMER
FROM THE STAFF & PUPILS AT
BEDELSFORD SCHOOL

