
Bedelsford School Prospectus

Working together to make the most of every child’s abilities



Teaching and learning are consistently 
strong throughout the school. Maximum use is 

made of learning time and not a moment is 
lost. You have high expectations of all 

members of the school community, 
with no room for complacency. 

The idea of ‘better never 
stops’ is at the centre of 

what you achieve at  
the school.

Ofsted Short Inspection 
December 2018

It is my great 
privilege to 
be Principal 
of Bedelsford 
School. At 
Bedelsford we 
aim to work 
together in 
partnership 
with families 
and multi-

agency colleagues to ensure all our 
inspiring pupils reach their full potential 
whatever that may be for each individual.

Our curriculum, while incorporating the 
National Curriculum where appropriate, 
is innovative and highly personalised to 
ensure we meet the educational needs W
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of our pupils who all have physical, 
profound or complex learning difficulties 
and disabilities. We aim to provide an 
education that not only enables pupils 
to continually learn and progress but 
that also offers exciting and aspirational 
opportunities to take part in learning 
activities that prepare them for adulthood 
and lead to lifelong achievement and 
wellbeing.

If you think your child would like a place 
at Bedelsford or you would like to visit 
the school please contact us. You are 
very welcome.

Julia James BA Hons PG Dip (SpEd)
Principal

Bedelsford School aims to provide a happy, stimulating and safe learning 
environment where pupils are positively encouraged to engage in their learning 
with appropriate support provided by skilled staff to access the curriculum.
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Vision Statement
Bedelsford School provides a stimulating yet safe learning 
environment in which all pupils are supported to engage 
in and enjoy their learning whilst managing their physical 
difficulties and complex health needs.

We aim to facilitate the growth of independence, the 
achievement of every pupil’s potential and the development 
of a positive attitude to life after school.

Who we are
Bedelsford School is a special school which aims to provide 
innovative education and a stimulating environment for 
pupils who have a wide range of complex learning and 
physical disabilities, including profound and multiple 
learning difficulties and complex health needs. We offer day 
school provision for students aged 2 to 19 years old.

All the classes are small with excellent support from 
experienced and well-trained staff. The National Curriculum 
is differentiated to suit individual needs and all pupils have 
their own Individual Learning Intentions. The Nursery 
and Reception classes follow the Early Years Foundation 
Curriculum.

The Primary and Secondary Departments follow the 
mainstream model with input from specialist teachers in 
sports, music, and art, where three curricula (pre-formal, 
semi-formal and formal) create Learning Pathway for all 
students. 

Mission Statement
Working together to make the most of every child’s ability in:

● Social and Emotional Skills
● Cognitive and Learning Skills
● Independence Skills
● Physical and Sensory Skills
● Communication and Interaction Skills

Vision and Ethos

At KS4 all pupils follow accredited courses within the 
Foundation Learning Curriculum where appropriate 
pathways are created to provide best learning outcomes 
for all students. Our Sixth Form provides learners with 
opportunities to receive  ASDAN and OCR accreditation.
The school is well supported by a team of therapists 
who work alongside the teaching staff including speech 
and language therapists, physiotherapists, occupational 
therapists and a full-time nurse and healthcare assistants. 
The school also has music therapists, a counsellor and a 
swimming teacher.



The school is truly ‘outstanding’ 
indeed and we don’t mean just 
in the sense of how Ofsted 
have classified it. Our child’s days at 
Bedelsford are like a continuous 
‘Team around the Child’ meeting 
everyday with all the children 
looked after by the whole 
team who are there for 
the individual child

Parent of Year 7 child

Our excellent facilities include a Sensory Garden, Sensory 
Theatre and a number of Sensory Rooms as a well as 
a Safe Space. Therapy provision includes a hydro-pool, 
‘Hanging baskets of Bedelsford’ garden and a multi-sensory 
learning area. There are two outside recreational areas, one 
for primary and one for secondary-aged pupils. All of these 
areas are fully accessible to pupils in wheelchairs and both 
outside play areas have been refurbished recently.

The school is fortunate to have its own catering facilities 
with fresh meals prepared daily on site. We are located 
in the centre of Kingston-upon-Thames and the school is 
easily able to access the local community, especially at Key 
Stage 4 and Sixth Form when vocational courses focus on 
independence skills.

The school was inspected by Ofsted in December 2018 and 
was once again judged to be Outstanding. 
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School Hours
   09.00-15.20   Monday – Friday

 Morning Session   09.00-12.00
                       Lunch   12.00-13.00

        Afternoon Session   13.00-15.20

The level of attendance is very encouraging and parents and carers support 
the high standard we aim to achieve. Our attendance rate is in keeping 

with that of similar special schools which recognises the higher incidence of 
absence due to hospital visits and other health related concerns. There are very few 

unauthorised absences and we aim to work closely with parents and carers to ensure all 
children attend within the requirements of the law.
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Our Approach  
Bedelsford School is committed to providing the highest 
quality setting for all children. We aim to offer support 
according to the differing strengths and needs of individual 
children and their families. We follow the National Curriculum 
adapted to the individual needs of the children. Pupils have 
personal termly curriculum goals and they are also set targets 
called Individual Learning Intentions which aim to reduce their 
barriers to learning and participation.

Our whole school approach to education at Bedelsford 
Schools is underpinned by our Key Skills:

●	 	Social and Emotional Skills
●	 	Cognitive and Learning Skills
●	 	Independence Skills
●	 	Physical and Sensory Skills
●	 	Communication and Interaction Skills

We strive to ensure that our young people 
achieve their maximum potential
We give all young people the opportunity for educational 
development to the highest possible level, together with the 
development of each individual’s talents, abilities, skills and 
understanding. We aim to give young people with learning 
difficulties the very best opportunity to achieve their maximum 
potential and lead fulfilled happy lives.

Working with Families and Carers
We encourage parents and carers to be as involved as 
possible in the young person’s learning programme. In 
addition to Annual Review meetings and EHCPs, there are 
Parents’ Evenings and regular celebration assemblies. We 
operate an ‘Open House’ policy and parents and carers are 
welcome to make an appointment at any time.

School organisation and structure
Our staff ensures that our young people feel secure and are 
comfortable in their school environment. They are committed 
and highly skilled and are our most important asset.
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Learning
Curriculum Approach 
The curriculum is defined as everything that a child learns 
within the context of this school. We have an interactive 
approach to curriculum provision, the principles of which are:

●	 	Valuing the process rather than the product
●	 	Giving importance to experiential learning
●	 	Making the curriculum highly motivational  
  and accessible
●	  Reducing barriers to learning
●	 	Developing the learner’s understanding of the world
●	 	Having the flexibility to respond to the needs  
  of individual learners
●	 	Integrating therapeutic input and programmes  
  in a meaningful way
●	 	Valuing communication and social interaction
●	 	Child-centred active learning
●	 	Valuing the acquisition of skills and understanding The curriculum is taught across the school by three pathways:

The Pre-Formal Curriculum is designed for learners with 
Profound and Multiple Difficulties (PMLD).
The Semi-Formal Curriculum enables all pupils to take part 
in activities that are engaging and meaningful to them. It 
provides relevant and challenging opportunities, and benefits 
learners with Severe Learning Difficulties (SLD). 
The Formal Curriculum supports learners with Moderate 
Learning Difficulties (MLD). 

Each term we have a focussed theme and provide additional 
days when the whole school has an amended timetable. 
Outside speakers and visitors are invited into school for 
special activities which usually culminates in a sharing 
assembly. Learning through enjoyment and engagement  
is the focus of these very varied weeks.

To support the learning within the classroom, many visits 
are made into the local area and the wider community, for 
example to Kingston Market, Museum and local leisure 
facilities. Details of visits further afield will be sent to parents 
well in advance. The school has two minibuses and accessible 
car with wheelchair lifts thus enabling all our pupils to access 
out of school provision.

The school encourages inclusion opportunities with 
mainstream and special schools to support pupils’ social and 
academic needs. Our links include working with charities and 
voluntary organisations and with higher education and other 
institutions, such as Shakespeare for Schools.

For some pupils it is appropriate to begin an individual 
programme which will give support towards a full-time 
mainstream school placement.
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Therapeutic Focus 
Therapies offered
Physiotherapy
The Physiotherapy Team comprises qualified staff and 
physiotherapy assistants specialising in children’s physiotherapy. 
When pupils start at Bedelsford their physical needs are 
assessed by a physiotherapist and an appropriate individualised 
physiotherapy programme will be set up if required. 

This will be integrated into their daily routine at school and will 
be carried out by the Physiotherapy team or classroom staff. 
Physiotherapy may be on a 1:1 basis or as part of a group. 
Some children have the opportunity for aquatic therapy in the 
hydrotherapy pool if this is recommended.

Speech and Language Therapy
The Speech and Language Therapy (SALT) team consists of 
Your Healthcare therapists who see Kingston and Richmond 
children and a school-employed therapist who sees out-of-
borough pupils. In addition a dysphagia specialist visits each 
half term and on request.

Every pupil is assessed and an appropriate programme is 
put into place which is then followed by an integrated SALT 
therapist and teacher-led groups. Targets are integrated into 
the child’s IEP. 

Therapy may focus on the following areas:

●	 	Eating and drinking skills
●	 	Oral skills
●	 	Receptive and expressive language
●	 	Alternative and augmentative communication 
  systems such as Makaton signs, symbols or  
  voice output  communication aids; 
●	 	Functional communication and social skills.

The service aims to work closely with parents/carers/
teachers/ nurses/teaching assistants and others involved in 
providing an integrated approach to communication and/or 
feeding. Therapists work with pupils on a group basis within 
the classroom. Staff receive on-going specialist speech and 
language therapy training.

Therapists contribute to the pupil’s Annual Review/EHCP’s. 
Informal workshops are offered during the year, for example 
Makaton training. Parents/carers are welcome to contact 
therapists at any time if there is anything they would like to 
discuss.



I just wanted to send an email 
to say what a fantastic school 
Bedelsford is. Yesterday’s 
meeting reinforced what an incredible 
job you and all the staff do, which 
is a privilege to see, and I feel 
like I learn something new 
every time I visit

Tom Connor – Senior Educational 
Psychologist (AFC)
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Occupational Therapy
Within Bedelsford we have a team of qualified OT’s and OT 
assistants who work with pupils both in the classroom and 
individually in the Therapy Gym.  School-employed therapists 
see pupils who come from out of borough, and Achieving for 
Children therapists see students living within Kingston.

Pupils are assessed following admission to school through 
observation, discussion with parents and class teams 
and individual assessment.  Following assessment pupil’s 
intervention is planned based on clinical need.  Classroom 
staff are trained on any specific aspects of an OT programme 
and required equipment is provided.  Some pupils may also 
be assessed as benefiting from individual or group sessions to 
focus on a particular skill area.

OT intervention should be identified on a pupil’s EHCP, 
which is reviewed annually through the school EHCP review 
process.  Where possible OT’s attend review meetings and 
will provide written reports annually.

The OT’s in school work jointly with other professionals, both 
in and outside of school, to focus on areas such as alternative 
and augmentative communication, classroom seating, postural 
management, eating and drinking or hand splinting.

School Nurse
The school has full time nursing supported by Health Care 
Assistants.

The Nursing Team aims to: 
●	 	Monitor, promote and maintain the health of the pupils
●	 	Support pupils with their special needs through care  
  planning, primarily with individual pupils and  
  parents/carers
●	 	Give prescribed medication
●	 	Support and train teaching assistants in specific  
  areas of care
●	 	Support pupils towards a healthy lifestyle
●	 	Liaise with parents and carers when changes take place
●	  Keep the school community up to date with current 
  health issues
●	 	Provide training as required for Class Teams
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Therapeutic Focus 
Therapies offered continued 
Music Therapy
Music therapists support children to maximise their skills and 
resources, work on areas they find difficult, as well as to celebrate 
their developing capacities which might emerge in musical expression. 
Sessions can also support children to use their imagination and 
creativity to explore and express their identity through music and 
engage in shared creative experiences with others.  Children can be 
offered individual, paired or group music therapy sessions.

Sessions can include:

●	 	Spontaneously improvised music making
●	 	Songs and song writing
●	 	Known songs or pre-composed music

Music therapists use individualised communication aids and assistive 
music technology to support children engage in their sessions with 
the greatest independence, and work closely with the wider multi-
disciplinary team.

Hydrotherapy
All pupils are supported by adults from their class and 
our specialist swimming teacher. We aim to make each 
hydrotherapy session as bespoke as possible tending to the 
individual needs of each pupil.  This may be aquatic body 
works, conventional swimming sessions adapted to each pupil’s 
way of learning. These could be physio-led hydrotherapy with 
individual programmes for pupils with specific physical needs.

We use different pieces of equipment to support this learning, 
including magic muscles, noodles, regular flat floats or 
specialist water cushions which provide support in the water. 
We even have an inflatable boat to give pupils a different and 
hopefully fun experience. 

The ethos in the pool is “I can”.

Musical Hydrotherapy 

We have partnered up with Liquid Vibrations, a charity who 
specialise in musical hydrotherapy, to provide pupils at 
Bedelsford School with the unique opportunity to access 
music within the swimming pool. This provision is being 
run by our specialist swimming teacher and consists of 
utilising underwater speaker technology, vocal play, electric 
instruments whilst receiving specialised Aquatic Body Works. 
 
The swimming pool is a very sensory area, with beautiful 
lights, aromatherapy and gentle piped in music above and 
below the water.  The music can be changed according to the 
dynamic of each class group or individual pupils.



10

Home/School Partnership 

We welcome and encourage parents who take an active role 
in their child’s education as well as being part of the wider 
school community. The partnership between home and school 
is one of the key elements of building a happy and successful 
school for all our children and young people. You are welcome 
to make an appointment to see your child’s class teacher or 
any member of staff.

Other things in place include:

●	 	Home/School communication books
●	 	Parents’ Evenings organised termly, to discuss each 

pupil’s progress, needs and targets
●	 	Annual Reviews, EHCPS and other reviews are 

organised throughout the academic year according  
to individual need.

●	 	Newsletters and website, where details of school 
events and activities are shared with parents  
and carers.

●	 	Parents are invited to end of term performance, the 
Christmas carol service and other seasonal events.

Governors
The Governors are all volunteers who form the Local 
Governing Body. The Governing Body has three core strategic 
functions:

●	 	Ensuring that the vision, ethos and strategic direction 
of the school are clearly defined.

●	 	Ensuring that the Principal performs her 
responsibilities for the educational performance  
 of the school.

●	 	Ensuring the sound, proper and effective use of the 
school’s financial resources.

Governors at Bedelsford take these roles seriously and 
give up their time willingly to make sure that all of the above 
happens. The Local Governing comprises 10 governors and 
the Principal. 
 
It is led by the Chair and supported by the Clerk to the Governors.

Friends of Bedelsford
Friends of Bedelsford is a registered charity run by parent 
volunteers with the aim of organising activities and social 
events to raise funds towards various resources and activities 
to enhance the experience of pupils at Bedelsford School. 

Examples of activities previously supported include the 
Children’s pantomime, Christmas lunch and books, playground 
equipment and the soft play room. All parents and carers of 
children attending Bedelsford School are automatic members 
of the Friends of Bedelsford and everyone is encouraged to 
get involved in any way they can.
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Admissions
Referrals and admissions can occur throughout the year and 
at any age. Formal applications for admission should be made 
by the appropriate Local Authority (LA), although families and 
carers can request an informal visit. Pupils are admitted under 
a variety of conditions:

●	 	When they have a statement of special educational 
need which is generally defined as having learning 
difficulties associated with physical medical or sensory 
conditions or EHCP.

●	 	On assessment placements when they do not have 
statements of special educational need or EHCP, 
usually below statutory school age;

●	 	On emergency provisional placements where, for 
example, a child arrives in the school catchment area 
unexpectedly with a specific need which can be met  
by the school.

●	 	On a temporary basis, when they do not have a 
statement or EHCP and are not the subject of an 
assessment, for example, when a child has a serious 
injury but is likely to recover in the short or  
longer term.

Such admissions will only be made following consultation 
between all affected parties, and must  be supported by the  
LA of the pupil.

Transport
Your local education authority provides home-school 
transport when it is specified in your child’s statement of 
special educational need. Pupils travel to and from school 
in ramped minibuses or taxis and the escorts provide a vital 
daily link between home and school. It is the parent/carer’s 
responsibility to notify transport of alterations in regular 
arrangements.



Bedelsford School, Grange Road,  
Kingston-upon-Thames,  
Surrey KT1 2QZ 

For more information about  
our school visit  
www.bedelsfordschool.org  
or email  
info@bedelsfordschool.org  
or call 020 8546 9838

Orchard Hill College Academy Trust (the Trust) and Orchard Hill College (the 
College) together form Orchard Hill College and Academy Trust (OHC&AT), 
a family of inclusive special education providers for over 2000 pupils and 
students from nursery through to further education across London, Surrey, 
Sussex and Berkshire.

Pupils and students within the OHC&AT family of providers have a wide range 
of learning abilities and additional needs including complex autism; speech, 
language and communication difficulties; social, emotional and mental 
health; and physical disabilities including multi-sensory impairment and 
complex health needs.


