/\

Bedelsford
School

School Curriculum

Curriculum Intent

The curriculum at Bedelsford School and Bedelsford Chaucer Centre is designed to provide rich, meaningful opportunities for all pupils
to develop the knowledge, skills, and understanding they need to grow in independence, confidence, and capability. It is underpinned

by high expectations and a shared commitment to continuous development, ensuring that every learner is supported to achieve their

potential. At the heart of this approach is our guiding principle that Better Never Stops, driving sustained progress and enabling pupils
to engage with learning with purpose and aspiration.

Universal Curriculum

Across Bedelsford School, all pupils have access to a rich and coherent universal curriculum offer every day. This provision is
deliberately designed to ensure breadth, balance, and ambition, enabling every learner to engage with a wide range of knowledge
and skills across all areas of the curriculum. Our approach is underpinned by the principle of interleaving, ensuring that pupils
encounter and apply learning over time, in varied and meaningful contexts, so that knowledge is retained and skills are increasingly
secure and transferable.

Pupils are systematically supported to revisit and build upon prior learning. This cyclical approach strengthens understanding,
deepens mastery, and promotes sustained progress over time. Through this, we ensure that learning is not transient but embedded,
enabling pupils to grow in confidence, independence, and capability. At the heart of this approach is our unwavering belief that Better
Never Stops - that every pupil, regardless of starting point, is entitled to continuous development and meaningful progression in all
aspects of their lives.

At Bedelsford School, the physical movement of pupils within classrooms, across the school environment, forms an integral part of
the curriculum. This carefully aligns with physiotherapy, occupational therapy, and MOVE programmes, ensuring that physical
development is purposefully integrated into daily learning and contributes to pupils’ overall independence and wellbeing.

Our Careers provision is a fundamental and embedded aspect of the universal curriculum, spanning from Early Years through to Key
Stage 5 and clearly mapped within all schemes of work. Careers education at Bedelsford is rooted in high aspiration and long-term
planning, supporting pupils to develop the knowledge, skills, and understanding needed for their future pathways. It is not an isolated
strand, but a continuous, meaningful thread that reinforces our commitment to preparation for adulthood. In this way, we ensure
that every pupil is supported to look forward with ambition, purpose, and the understanding that Better Never Stops.

A small number of examples of pupil learning through the universal curriculum include:

- Reading signs and symbols around the school and on daily timetables

- Counting out / measuring ingredients for cooking

- Navigating through the school to get to another part of the building.

- Washing hands after visiting the bathroom

- Sharing weekend news with friends in school

- Using money to pay for items in a café / shop

- Staying safe online using email (older pupils)

- Telling people how you feel during the morning greeting sessions and having lunch with friends.

At the Bedelsford Chaucer Centre, the provision is highly personalised, with a strong emphasis on communication, engagement, and
the development of independence, ensuring that every pupil is enabled to access learning in ways that are meaningful and effective
for them. Staff demonstrate expertise in creating structured, supportive environments where pupils can thrive, using consistent
approaches that build confidence and reduce barriers to learning. Within Bedelsford Chaucer Centre, the principle of Better Never
Stops is both visible and inspirational; it underpins a culture of high expectation, where every small step of progress is recognised as
part of a larger journey of growth. Pupils are supported to extend their abilities, develop their voice, and increase their agency,
ensuring that their futures are approached with ambition, dignity, and purpose.



Timetabled Curriculum
At Bedelsford School, each class implements a carefully structured and responsive timetable that reflects both educational priorities
and individual health requirements. Learning is thoughtfully sequenced to ensure that all pupils can access meaningful opportunities

throughout the day, with appropriate flexibility to respond to medical, therapeutic, and wellbeing needs without compromising
ambition.

Our curriculum is anchored in four core areas: English, Mathematics, PSHE, and Physical Education / Physical Development. These
subjects provide the foundation for communication, cognition, personal development, and physical wellbeing. Alongside this, trans-
disciplinary approaches and the full breadth of the National Curriculum are woven throughout daily practice, ensuring a rich,
coherent, and highly personalised learning experience.

This integrated approach enables us to deliver a curriculum that is both broad and balanced, while remaining aspirational and
appropriately challenging for every pupil. We are resolute in our commitment that Better Never Stops, ensuring that each pupil is
continually supported to build knowledge, develop skills, and make meaningful progress over time. Through this, we equip pupils with
the confidence, resilience, and capabilities to navigate their lives with increasing independence, dignity, and purpose.

Education Transdisciplinary
Core Foundation Speech and Language therapy
Occupational therapy

English Science Physiotherapy
Maths Computing Creative Arts Therapy and Wellbeing:
PSHE Geography Dramatherapy, Music therapy, ELSA
Physical Education RSHE Music Nursing

D.T. History MOVE

MFL Art

RE

At Bedelsford Chaucer Centre, each class delivers a carefully structured and highly responsive timetable, designed to meet the diverse learning
profiles of our pupils. Learning is deliberately sequenced and adapted to ensure high levels of accessibility and sustained progress. Predictable

routines, clear communication approaches, and thoughtfully designed environments enable pupils to feel secure, ready to learn, and able to
succeed.

The curriculum provides the essential foundations for communication, cognition, personal development and wellbeing. Alongside this, trans-
disciplinary approaches, including Speech Therapy and Occupational Therapy and the wider National Curriculum are meaningfully integrated,
ensuring that learning is connected, purposeful, and applied across a range of contexts.

This approach ensures a curriculum that is both broad and balanced, while remaining ambitious and appropriately challenging for every pupil. At
Bedelsford Chaucer Centre, the principle that Better Never Stops is embedded in daily practice, by driving high expectations, recognising progress in

all its forms, and ensuring that each pupil is continually supported to develop their knowledge, strengthen their skills, and grow in independence,
confidence, and purpose.

Mathematics and EfL

Cognition and Learning History and Geography
Science

English and Phonics

Communication and Interaction Computing

MFL

EYFS

Social and Emotional and Mental Personal Development: RSHE/PSHE/RE
Health Development Music
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Independence Educational Visits

Cultural Capital, Extra-Curricular Experiences Remote Learning
Clubs
Therapy and Transdisciplinary Provision
(Music, OT, SalLT. Tennis, Yoga)
Family Liaison
PE

Physical and Sensory Art and DT

Curriculum Sequencing

The Bedelsford School curriculum is thoughtfully designed and carefully sequenced to ensure that every pupil is enabled to make
sustained and meaningful progress over time. It reflects our uncompromising belief that Better Never Stops, with high expectations
embedded at every stage and for every learner, regardless of starting point or complexity of need.

Our youngest pupils follow the statutory Early Years Foundation Stage Framework, accessing the seven areas of learning through a rich
range of engaging, play-based experiences. These early opportunities are purposefully structured to develop communication, curiosity,
physical development, and early cognition, establishing strong foundations for future learning.

Pupils in Primary and Secondary phases follow the National Curriculum Programmes of Study, which are skilfully adapted to ensure
both appropriate challenge and accessibility. Learning is enhanced through a trans-disciplinary approach, where therapeutic support is
seamlessly integrated into the curriculum, enabling pupils to develop holistically while continuing to build knowledge and skills across
subject areas.

As pupils move into the later stages of their education, the curriculum increasingly focuses on preparation for adulthood. Our oldest
pupils engage in a range of appropriately challenging accredited courses, alongside a carefully sequenced Careers programme that runs
throughout the school. This ensures that pupils are supported to develop ambition, independence, and a clear sense of their future
pathways, underpinned by the enduring principle that Better Never Stops.

The Bedelsford Chaucer Centre curriculum is thoughtfully designed and carefully sequenced to ensure that every pupil is supported to
make sustained and meaningful progress over time. It reflects our unwavering commitment to high expectations and continuous
development, underpinned by the principle that Better Never Stops. Every aspect of provision is shaped to enable pupils to build
confidence, extend their capabilities, and engage successfully in learning.

Our youngest pupils follow the statutory Early Years Foundation Stage Framework, accessing the seven areas of learning through a rich
range of engaging, play-based experiences. These opportunities are carefully structured to promote early communication, interaction,
exploration, and physical development, establishing secure foundations for future learning.

Pupils in the Primary and moving onto the Secondary phases follow adapted National Curriculum Programmes of Study, designed to
provide both appropriate challenge and high levels of accessibility. Learning is delivered through well-structured, consistent approaches
that support understanding, engagement, and the development of key skills over time. Trans-disciplinary practice is integral, with
therapeutic and developmental priorities woven seamlessly into daily learning, ensuring a holistic and cohesive experience for every

pupil.

As pupils progress, there is an increasing emphasis on preparation for the next stage of their lives. Learning is developed to support
pupils to develop independence, self-awareness and the skills needed for future learning. Through this carefully considered approach,
we ensure that every pupil is supported to grow in confidence, capability, and aspiration, always guided by the belief that Better Never
Stops.

Early Years Curriculum

Pupils in the Early Years Foundation Stage (EYFS) are placed at Bedelsford from Nursery to end of Reception and from Reception Class
at Bedelsford Chaucer Centre. However, they may also join different primary-based classes depending on curriculum access needs. They
follow the statutory EYFS framework (September 21). Seven areas of learning and development shape the EYFS programme. All areas of
learning and development are important and interconnected. These three prime areas are:

e Communication and language;



e  Physical development;
e  Personal, social and emotional development.

Pupils are also supported in four specific areas of learning and development, through which the three prime areas are strengthened and
applied. The specific areas are:

e Literacy;

e Mathematics;

e Understanding the world;
e  Expressive arts and design.

Our earliest learners have access to all areas of learning and development and their strands through creative and motivating activities
available to them throughout their sessions, in both indoor and outdoor learning through play environments. These provide our EYFS
pupils with a balanced and enriched foundation of learning experiences on which to build their subsequent learning pathways as they
move into Key Stage 1. There are typically three sessions per day at Bedelsford. The length of each session will vary depending on the
needs of pupils. Across each week, the expectation is that there will usually be some timetabled teaching of English and Maths every

day, with an additional subject area forming the third session each day.

Curriculum: Bedelsford Primary Department

Autumn 1

Autumn 2

Spring 1

Spring 2

Summer 1

Summer 2

English

Maths

PE and Hydrotherapy

English
Maths

PE and Hydrotherapy

English
Maths

PE and Hydrotherapy

English

Maths

PE and Hydrotherapy

English
Maths

PE and Hydrotherapy

English
Maths

PE and Hydrotherapy

Christmas Cards, Fireworks,
Bonfire, Costumes)

Curriculum: Secondary Department

HISTORY HISTORY COMPUTING HISTORY COMPUTING GEOGRAPHY
(HARVEST) (11" November Christmas perf; (Safer Internet Day) (Easter Traditions) ( holidays)
cards)
GuyFox Night)
music Music CITIZENSHIP Music CITIZENSHIP MusIC
(seasonal celebrations) (seasonal celebrations) ( trips and community visits) (Easter Performances) ( trips and community visits) (End of school performance)
GEOGRAPHY RE SCIENCE RE MFL

( return from (11" November, Divali (Easter Performances) ( Holidays

holidays experiences ) Christmas) International Da
ART ART MFL ART ART
(HARVEST) (Divali, Christmas Productions; ( Holidays (Easter Performances) (End of school performance)
Christmas Cards; Fire warks International Day
DT DT DT
(HARVEST) (Divali, Christmas Productions; End of school performance)

Autumn 1

Autumn 2

Spring 1

Spring 2

Summer 1

Summer 2
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Maths

PE and Hydrotherapy

English

Maths

PE and Hydrotherapy

English

Maths

PE and Hydrotherapy

English

Maths

PE and Hydrotherapy

English

Maths

PE and Hydrotherapy

English

Maths

PE and Hydrotherapy

HISTORY HISTORY COMPUTING HISTORY COMPUTING GEOGRAPHY
MusIC Music CITIZENSHIP MusIC CITIZENSHIP MusIC
GEOGRAPHY RE RE MFL
ART ART
DT DT




Curriculum: Sixth Form

English (Formal and Semi-Formal Pathways)

Duke of
Edinburgh
Award

Art
Award

Work
Experience

Enterprise

The Sixth Form curriculum adopts a greater emphasis on practical learning, including increased off-site visits to contextualise learning
and promote enhanced independence. This change means greater movement of students both within school and within the local
community and negates the need for formal timetabled P.E. sessions.

This ensures that the curriculum is weighted to enable breadth and depth, yet the coverage is mapped out to build on prior learning
through subject and topic coverage as follows:

Curriculum: Bedelsford Chaucer Centre

Autumn 1

Autumn 2

| Spring 1

Spring 2

Summer 1

Summer 2

Communication and English

[discussion,
[comprehension, mark

Counting, Number and Place  Shape, Size, Pattern, Addition and Number Structures and Simple | Practical Calculation: Measurement, Time, |Grouping and Sharing: Statistics

Value

Science
Materials and
Habitats

Maths

Subtraction

Science

Light, Shadows and Weather

PE (Gymnastics)

MFL

All About Me

structure, phonics

Maths

patterns, Simple
Multiplications and Division

Science
Plants and Growth

PE (Ball Skills)

Maths

Money

Science
Materials and Changes

R.E. Myself and Special People RE: Belonging and Celebrations RE: Our World and Beliefs

MFL

People and Everyday Life

Listening, attention, IVocabulary development, omprehension, retelling,  [Functional language, Word reading, phonics fluency, |[Extended discussion,
lunderstanding, questioning, describing, word equencing, narrative, non- |explaining, phonics, transcription, spelling,[information texts, key facts, Ipresentation, audience,
responding, speaking, ireading, phonics, decoding, ction, retrieval, writing for purpose, lists, captions, lcomparison, explanation, [purpose, composition,
turn-taking, expressing [familiar words, symbols, early position, or instructions lsummarising, non-fiction ler , phonics vocabulary,|
ideas and feelings, writing lideas, sentence features independent writing

Maths

data handlings, pictograms and
tally charts

Science
Forces and Movement

Maths
Comparing and Combining
Amounts

Science
Environment and
Sustainability

PE (Team Games) |

MFL
The World Around Me

DT DT DT
Sculpture and Modelling Food: Cooking and Nutrition Making things Move
Art and Design Art and Design Art and Design

Drawini Paintini and Colour Collaie

History History History
Personal History & Toys People and Local History Events from the Past: Events and Compasison

l



Bede ora 00 op P
EYFS  Curriculum Topic Autumn 1 Autumn 2 Spring 1 Spring 2 Summer 1 Summer 2
Cycle 2018 - 2026
Year 1(2017/18 BOOKS BOOKS ANIMALS ANIMALS THE SEASIDE THE SEASIDE
& 2020/21 Fairy Tales Seasonal Tales Pets and Creatures Under The Sea The Beach
&2023/24) Woodland Farm and Jungle
Animals
Year 2 (2018/19 ALL ABOUT ME ALL ABOUT ME MY WORLD MY WORLD TRAVEL TRAVEL
&2021/22 My Body My Family A Long Time Beyond my Transport Holidays
&2024/25) Ago...Dinosaurs World...Space
Year 3 (2019/20 COLOUR AND COLOUR AND CHANGE CHANGE THE NATURAL THE NATURAL WORLD
&2022/23 LIGHT LIGHT Weather and Growing WORLD The Woods and Gardens
Colour Light Seasons Mini Beasts
&2025/26 All about me All about me Animals Animals Water Water
Primary and Autumn Spring Summer
Secondary
Curricula 2022-2023 Primary Stories Circle of Life Around the World
Department
Secondary Fairy tales and Myths and | Animals and Life Cycles Fair Trade
Department Legends
2023-2024 Primary Magic of Musicals Romans Olympics and Paralympics
Department
Secondary Music through the Ages Time and Architecture Sports Science
Department
2024-2025 Primary Transport and Exploration Patterns and Textures The World around Me
Department
Secondary Space and Technology Fashions and Design The world in the 21st Century
Department
2025-2026 Primary People who help us Nature The great outdoors-the weather
Department
Secondary Belonging in Modern Britain Environment and recycling Sustainability
Department
Functional Skills Work Skills Life Skills Personal Skills Relationship Skills RSE
Autumn Spring Summer
Year 1 (2021-228& 2024/25) | am unique Speaking Up and Having My Say IConnecting with My
§_ [Community and Extending
; Friendships
Q
B
g Year 2 (2022-23; 2025/26) Next Steps in my Learning Getting on with Others and CelebratingSkills for Enterprise,
‘_:Jx Difference IVolunteering, and Work
5
: Year 3 (2023-24;) My Future Life and Living \Well Being and Relationships Making my transition happen
-
]
&
Communication and Cognition and learning Physical and sensory Independence
Interaction
Communication, English, Maths Art PSHE Personalised Outcomes
Computing Science PE, Dance and Swimming RSHE Life Skills, Careers and Personal Development
MFL (KS2 onwards) Geography DT Music
History RE

Bedelsford Chaucer Centre Topic Cycle

TOPIC CYCLE Year 1 (2025-2026) Year 2 (2026-2027) Year 3 (2027-2028) Year 4 (2028-2029)
Autumn EYFS and KS1 All About Me My senses People who help us Fairy Tales

KS2 and KS3 Me and My Friends My Identity Inspiring People Myths and Legends

Spring EYFS and KS1 Minibeasts Plants Farm Animals Staying Healthy
KS2 and KS3 Life Cycles Caring for our Planet and Market, Enterprise and My Health, Wellbeing and
Sustainability Trade Choices

Summer EYFS and KS1 Under the Sea Travel Holidays Rainforest

KS2 and KS3 Oceans Transport and Engineering Cultures of the World Habitats and The Food Chain




Curriculum Delivery

The curriculum is delivered through a deliberate cycle of retrieval, practice and consolidation, ensuring that learning is revisited,
strengthened, and embedded over time. A carefully constructed blend of National Curriculum content and trans-disciplinary approaches
ensures that all learning is purposeful, relevant, and coherently connected. This enables pupils across the school to steadily build the
knowledge and skills required for independence, confidence, and long-term success. Discrete subjects are taught at strategically spaced
intervals throughout the year, supporting retention, depth of understanding, and sustained progress. At the heart of this approach is
our commitment that Better Never Stops, with every learning experience contributing to ongoing growth and meaningful development.

Across the whole curriculum at Bedelsford School, there is a steadfast commitment to providing a rich breadth of engaging experiences
that foster independence, resilience, and aspiration. Every aspect of provision is designed to prepare pupils for their future, equipping
them with the knowledge, skills, and confidence to navigate their lives with dignity and purpose. This reflects our core belief that Better
Never Stops, with continuous growth and ambition at the heart of all we do.

Pupils benefit from a highly effective trans-disciplinary approach, receiving integrated support from a range of specialist professionals
including Speech and Language Therapy, Occupational Therapy, Physiotherapy, Music Therapy, Drama Therapy, and Hydrotherapy.
These therapeutic interventions are not separate from learning but are carefully aligned with educational priorities, reinforcing key
skills and enabling class teams and therapists to work collaboratively. This ensures that learning is cohesive, meaningful, and consistently
applied across different contexts.

A wide range of opportunities is provided for pupils to explore their strengths, interests, and talents. Through creative arts, pupils
develop self-expression and imagination, while participation in physical activities, sports, and games promotes physical wellbeing and
teamwork. The curriculum actively supports the development of each pupil’s sense of self, alongside their social, moral, spiritual, and
cultural understanding, broadening their awareness of the world and their place within it.

Music plays a significant role within school life, offering pupils opportunities for enjoyment, expression, and shared experience through
performances, assemblies, and structured sessions involving singing and instrumental work. In addition, pupils are supported through
independent and impartial careers education, designed to inspire ambition and raise aspirations as they prepare for adulthood.

Through this comprehensive and integrated approach, Bedelsford School ensures that every pupil is supported to grow, achieve, and
look forward with confidence, always underpinned by the principle that Better Never Stops.

Across the curriculum at Bedelsford Chaucer Centre, there is a strong and deliberate commitment to providing a wide range of
engaging and meaningful experiences that promote independence, confidence, and aspiration. Every element of provision is carefully
designed to support pupils in developing their abilities and navigate the world with increasing autonomy and self-assurance. This
ensures that all pupils are continually supported to grow and achieve.

Pupils benefit from a highly effective trans-disciplinary approach, with specialist input from Speech and Language Therapy,
Occupational Therapy, Physiotherapy, Music Therapy, Drama Therapy, and Hydrotherapy. These areas of expertise are fully integrated
into daily learning, enabling therapeutic priorities to reinforce and enhance educational outcomes. Close collaboration between
therapists and class teams ensures that learning is consistent, purposeful, and tailored to each pupil’s individual profile.

A broad range of opportunities enables pupils to explore their strengths, interests, and preferences. Creative arts provide a powerful
vehicle for expression and engagement, while structured physical activities, sports, and games support physical development,
coordination, and well-being. The curriculum also prioritises the development of each pupil’s sense of self, alongside their social,
moral, spiritual, and cultural understanding, helping them to make sense of the world around them and their place within it. Through
this cohesive and aspirational approach, Bedelsford Chaucer Centre ensures that every pupil is supported to develop confidence,
capability, and independence—guided at all times by the belief that Better Never Stops.

Accreditations

We recognise the importance of ensuring that all students are appropriately challenged to achieve qualifications that are
both meaningful and well-matched to their individual interests, strengths, and future aspirations. Our approach is rooted
in high expectations and a clear commitment to enabling every learner to experience success, build confidence, and



develop skills that will support their next steps in education, employment, and adult life. This reflects our guiding principle
that Better Never Stops, with continuous progression and ambition at the centre of our curriculum offer.

The following accredited courses are delivered at Bedelsford School:

Asdan New Horizons (Pre-Entry)

Asdan Transition Challenge (Pre-Entry)

Asdan Towards Independence (Pre-Entry and Entry 1)

Asdan Personal Progress (Pre-Entry and Entry 1)

Ascentis Stepping Stones to Functional Skills English (Entry 1 and Entry 3)
Ascentis Stepping Stones to Functional Skills Maths (Entry 1 and Entry 3)
Ascentis Life Skills Award and Certificate (Entry 1 and Entry 2)

Ascentis Using Employability Skills (Entry 2 and Entry 3)

Trinity Arts Award (Discover (Pre-Entry), Explore (Entry 1 to Entry 3), and Bronze (Level 1 to Level 3)
OCR History (Entry 1)

OCR Science (Entry 1)

Core Subjects

English Overview

Our English curriculum aims to develop all students’ love of reading, writing and communication. Communication is at the very centre
of our approach to education. We recognise how central effective communication is to effective learning and to developing social
relationships, and have embedded communication into our English curriculum to share this. We aim to provide consistent
opportunities for students to develop a functional and meaningful system of communication.

Across both provisions, we adopt a Total Communication approach across all aspects of school life. This approach is centred on
identifying and consistently using the most effective combination of communication methods for each pupil. By doing so, we enable
pupils to form meaningful connections, engage in successful interactions, and develop their ability to express themselves and
understand others with increasing confidence.

A range of communication strategies is used in a complementary and reinforcing way, ensuring that meaning is strengthened and
accessible for every learner. This may include spoken language, signs, symbols, gestures, communication aids, and other personalised
approaches, all carefully matched to individual need. All forms of communication are equally recognised, respected, and valued as
essential means of interaction.

Through this inclusive and responsive approach, we empower pupils to develop their voice, build relationships, and engage more fully
in the world around them, and communication is fundamental to ongoing growth, independence, and aspiration.

Throughout the school day, students are supported with a range of planned and spontaneous opportunities to develop and use their
communicative skills. It is everyone’s responsibility to use, promote and allow for communicative opportunities. School staff work
closely with the speech and language therapy staff to promote a school-wide positive and communicative environment, e.g.,
symbolised display boards, interactive switches on display boards and in lessons, sign-supported assemblies and school productions,
and accessible signage. We recognise that communication can take many forms and may include one or more of the following;

e Intensive Interaction;

e  Objects of Reference (OoR);

e Touch Cues/TaSSeLs;

e Speech, spoken language and vocalisations;

e  Gesture and pointing;

e Body Language;

e  Facial Expressions Photos (including photos of objects);
e Eye contact -Makaton Signing;

e  Picture Exchange Communication System (PECS);

e  Picture Symbols (Bedelsford School uses PCS Symbols);



e Lo-tech AAC, e.g. communication book, symbol strips, ALDs;
e Lite-tech, e.g. GoTalk, Big mac, italk2;
e Use of Hi-Tech, e.g., Supercore, Grid 3, snap core first, accessed directly by touch, or indirectly using eyegaze or switches.

Reading Overview

Bedelsford School and Bedelsford Chaucer Centre are symbol-supported, language-rich environment that actively support a lifelong
love of reading for every pupil. Reading is recognised as a fundamental skill and a cornerstone of learning, opening pathways to
communication, understanding, and wider engagement with the world. It is central to our ambition that every pupil is equipped to
grow in independence, confidence, and capability, reflecting our belief that Better Never Stops.

Our staff are highly skilled in developing the early foundations of reading, using evidence-informed approaches that are carefully
adapted to meet the diverse needs of our pupils. Reading is prioritised across the curriculum, ensuring that it is both explicitly taught
and meaningfully applied in a wide range of contexts. We are resolute in our view that strong reading skills underpin success across all
areas of learning and are essential for navigating life beyond school.

At Bedelsford and Bedelsford Chaucer Centre, we aspire for all pupils to develop a genuine enjoyment of reading, alongside the ability
to communicate clearly and confidently with the world around them. Through consistent, high-quality practice and high expectations,
we support every learner to progress along their individual reading journey, ensuring that they are empowered to access, understand,
and engage with the opportunities ahead.

We utilise a range of reading schemes to enable our learners to develop at their individual stage and pace. We recognise the need for
a broad range of reading schemes which allow our learners to experience a wide range of stories and texts which are tailored to their
individual stage of learning; these are all complemented by a wide and diverse range of fiction and non-fiction texts in our school
library.

Phonics:

Across both sites, we implement the Little Wandle Letters and Sounds Revised programme to provide a consistent, high-quality
approach to the teaching of early reading and phonics. This is delivered with fidelity while being thoughtfully adapted to meet the
diverse needs of our pupils.

At Bedelsford Chaucer Centre, this is further strengthened through the use of a Core Word approach, enabling pupils to develop
functional communication, build vocabulary, and enhance their ability to express themselves with increasing independence and
confidence. Together, these approaches ensure that communication and literacy are prioritised, reflecting our commitment that
Better Never Stops.

Reading: Pre-Formal Learners

Reading for our pre-formal learners refers to the ability to make meaning from people, objects, symbols, words, sounds, photographs
and whole environments. We strive to enable our students to know how to get their needs known and met. We want our students to
have a voice and to make meaning from their environment and the people around them in order to be as confident and independent
as possible. Gaining skills to read the environment first requires developing the ability to attend, anticipate, respond and interact. The
methods to teach reading, mentioned above, are used, as well as effective use of ‘sensory stories’ are utilised frequently. Individual
students have their own communication system that is most suited to them. Individual student abilities and learning needs are
prioritised and built on.

Reading: Semi-Formal Learners

Reading for our semi-formal learners is differentiated through the use of bespoke resources and use of communication systems to
enable all students to access the knowledge and skills across the curriculum. The same communication devices used by our pre-formal
learners, mentioned above, are used by our semi-formal group. Reading behaviours and enjoyment are also taught through:

e  Attention Autism

e Intensive Interaction

e Action songs and rhymes / Musical instruments and games
e Songs related to topics of interest



e Sing and sign during assemblies

e Personalised books / Independent exploration of books
e ALD, PECS and/or other AAC

e Use of symbols and objects for transition and schedules
e  Environmental print and symbols

e TacPac

Reading: Formal Learners

Reading for our formal learners uses a combination of all of the above is utilised dependent on the individual student needs. Reading
aims to be wide, varied and challenging. Students are encouraged to read whole books, to read in depth and to read for pleasure and
information. Students use written information in books, websites and notices to gain practical information and to extend their
knowledge in areas of interest. They will be supported to read newspapers and news media and to use social media with care to
develop social interaction and learn about the world. Students are also supported to use literacy in vocational tasks such as
completing forms and records, as well as in life skills such as reading information, booking appointments and planning leisure
activities.

Maths Overview

In Mathematics, across both sites, pupils are supported to explore and master key concepts, with a strong emphasis on developing a
secure and deepening understanding of number. Learning is carefully sequenced across all curriculum pathways to ensure that pupils
build the knowledge and skills required to calculate, reason, and apply their understanding with increasing confidence.

Problem-solving sits at the heart of mathematical learning at Bedelsford. Pupils are encouraged to think critically, make connections,
and persevere when faced with challenge. Through this approach, they develop resilience, independence, and the confidence to
tackle unfamiliar situations. These are essential skills that extend beyond the classroom, enabling pupils to navigate everyday
situations and make informed decisions.

Our approach reflects our commitment that Better Never Stops, ensuring that all pupils continue to develop mathematically,
equipping them with the understanding, strategies, and confidence needed for lifelong learning and greater independence.

Pupils in Early Years use a range of carousel and play-based opportunities to develop early functional maths skills. This supports our
youngest pupils to explore numbers and shapes in a variety of meaningful and developmentally appropriate activities in line with our
delivery of the adaptation of the EYFS framework and the specific area of learning of Mathematics.

Sixth Form students at Bedelsford School are taught using a very hands-on and ‘functional maths’ approach; for example, they have
led a ‘Teas in the Trees’ café, which has supported pupils to handle money and take orders from real customers. Pupils use their
individual communication devices to calculate the total and identify any change needed.

Maths: Pre-Formal Learners
Pre-Formal pupils continue to use discrete learning opportunities within the day to develop early-maths skills: object permanence,
intentional actions and early problem-solving; are a few of many examples of areas of learning for our pupils.

Maths: Semi-Formal Learners
Semi-formal and formal pupils have been using a range of concrete resources to develop their understanding of number bonds, 3D
shapes and early number problem solving.

Maths: Formal Learners

Classes have fully embraced a cross-curricular approach to reinforce and generalise skills in a number of contexts. P.E lessons have
supported pupils to develop their knowledge of ordinal numbers and body positioning. Within Humanities areas, pupils have been
accessing the local community where they have performed traffic surveys to count and record information using data handling.

Physical Education

Physical development and education are central to the curriculum at Bedelsford School, reflecting the complex and often significant
physical needs of our pupils. We are uncompromising in our commitment to ensuring that every pupil is supported to develop,
maintain, and extend their physical capabilities. This is fundamental to promoting independence, wellbeing, and active engagement in
learning and life, underpinned by our belief that Better Never Stops.



Physical development is not confined to timetabled PE lessons; it is embedded throughout the school day. Class teams proactively
support pupils through carefully planned positional changes, active learning opportunities, and structured physical activity during
break and lunchtime. This is delivered through a highly effective trans-disciplinary model, with close collaboration between teaching
staff, physiotherapists, and occupational therapists. Together, they design and implement personalised programmes aligned to each
pupil’s individual targets, ensuring that physical development is purposeful, consistent, and meaningful.

Pupils who follow the MOVE (Mobility Opportunities Via Education) programme work towards their targets across all aspects of the
school day. This integrated approach enables pupils to develop functional motor skills in real-life contexts, leading to increased
independence, improved access to learning, and greater participation in both school and future environments.

The PE curriculum itself is broad and inclusive, encompassing a range of activities including gymnastics, dance, multi-skills, target
games, tennis, cricket, and athletics. This diversity ensures that pupils experience a wide variety of physical activities, supporting them
to discover interests that may lead to lifelong participation. All activities are carefully adapted to ensure accessibility, with a dual focus
on both physical development and cognitive engagement.

In Key Stages 1 and 2, pupils explore fundamental movement skills and begin to apply these within structured activities such as
gymnastics and dance. They are introduced to a range of inclusive games, including boccia, curling, tennis, cricket, and football, while
developing early teamwork and cooperation skills. Athletics provides opportunities to explore gross motor development, culminating
in participation in the school’s annual sports day.

In Key Stages 3 and 4, pupils build on these foundations by refining movement sequences, developing choreography in dance and
gymnastics, and responding to different styles of music. Within team activities, pupils deepen their understanding of rules, tactics,
and roles, engaging as performers, coaches, and officials. Across all stages, pupils develop essential life skills such as teamwork,
communication, resilience, and fair play—values which are explicitly nurtured and which extend far beyond the PE curriculum into
everyday life.

At Bedelsford Chaucer Centre, physical development is a key priority within the curriculum and is delivered through a highly
structured, consistent, and responsive approach. Provision is carefully designed to meet the individual physical and sensory needs of
pupils, ensuring that all are supported to engage, develop, and succeed. Physical activity is embedded throughout the daily routine,
with a strong emphasis on repetition, consistency, and purposeful movement. Class teams work closely with occupational therapists
to implement personalised programmes that are integrated seamlessly into everyday learning. This ensures that pupils are supported
to develop coordination, strength, and functional movement skills in ways that are meaningful and accessible to them.

The PE curriculum at Bedelsford Chaucer Centre offers a range of adapted and engaging activities, including movement-based
exploration, dance, multi-skills, and sensory-rich physical experiences. Activities are designed to promote engagement, enjoyment,
and success, while also developing key physical and cognitive skills. A strong focus is placed on communication, interaction, and
shared participation within physical activity.

Across all phases, pupils are supported to develop confidence in movement, awareness of their bodies, and the ability to engage with
others through physical activity. Key skills such as turn-taking, cooperation, and responding to instructions are carefully developed
within a supportive and structured environment. Through this approach, pupils are enabled to build independence, experience
success, and develop a positive relationship with physical activity that supports their ongoing development and wellbeing.

PSHE (Personal, Social, Health and Economic Education)

At Bedelsford School, PSHE is a fundamental and pervasive element of the curriculum at Bedelsford School, woven purposefully
through all areas of learning and reflected in daily practice across the school. It is not confined to discrete lessons, but consistently
reinforced through every interaction, routine, and learning experience. Our PSHE provision is carefully designed to equip pupils with
the knowledge, skills, and understanding required to stay healthy, keep safe, and navigate their lives with increasing confidence at
home, in school and within the wider community.

The active promotion of Fundamental British Values is integral to this work, underpinning the curriculum and most explicitly taught
through PSHE. Pupils are supported to develop an understanding of respect, responsibility, and community, alongside an awareness
of their rights and the importance of making positive choices.



We recognise that children and young people are growing up in an increasingly complex and interconnected world, where
experiences span both physical and digital environments. Our curriculum reflects this reality, ensuring that pupils are explicitly taught
how to manage relationships, make safe decisions, and respond appropriately to risk. Through this, we empower pupils to develop
self-awareness, resilience, and independence. This is underpinned by our core belief that Better Never Stops, ensuring that pupils
continue to grow in their ability to lead safe, healthy, and fulfilling lives.

At Bedelsford Chaucer Centre, PSHE is embedded throughout the curriculum and delivered through highly structured, consistent, and
meaningful experiences. It is integrated into daily routines and interactions, ensuring that pupils develop essential life skills in ways
that are accessible, relevant, and purposeful. Learning is carefully adapted to support understanding, communication, and
engagement, enabling pupils to build confidence and make sense of the world around them.

Fundamental British Values are promoted through practical, experiential learning, supporting pupils to develop awareness of
themselves and others, alongside key concepts such as choice, turn-taking, and respect.

In response to the complexities of modern life, including both offline and online experiences, pupils are supported to develop the
skills needed to stay safe, regulate their behaviour, and engage positively with others. Through consistent approaches and high
expectations, pupils are enabled to develop independence, self-confidence, and social understanding. At Bedelsford Chaucer Centre,
the principle that Better Never Stops underpins all aspects of PSHE, ensuring that every pupil is supported to make ongoing progress
in their personal development and wellbeing.

Foundation Subjects

In addition to the four ‘core’ subjects that feature within the curriculum at Bedelsford, we also teach a broad range of ‘Foundation’
subjects that are aligned with the National Curriculum:

e Science
e Computing
e  Geography

e RSHE

e  Music
e  History
e MFL

e Art

e RE

The foundation subjects play a vital role in broadening the educational experience for pupils, ensuring a rich and balanced curriculum
that extends beyond the core. They provide valuable opportunities for pupils to explore a wide range of disciplines, discover personal
interests, and develop talents that may form the basis for further study at Key Stage 5 or within Further Education.

Through this breadth of experience, pupils are supported to develop a stronger sense of identity as learners, gaining insight into their
own preferences, strengths, and aspirations. This, in turn, enables increasing independence and ownership of learning, allowing key
factors in building confidence, motivation, and future readiness. Underpinned by our commitment that Better Never Stops, the
foundation curriculum ensures that pupils are continually supported to grow, make informed choices, and engage with their learning
in a purposeful and aspirational way.

Transdisciplinary

Pupils thrive through our deeply embedded trans-disciplinary approach to curriculum and pedagogy. Learning is strengthened and
enriched by ensuring that each pupil is supported to develop the specific skills they need to grow in independence, confidence, and
engagement across all aspects of their lives. Our curriculum is delivered with therapeutic outcomes at its core, ensuring that
education and care are fully aligned and mutually reinforcing.



Pupils benefit from the collective expertise of a highly skilled trans-disciplinary team, including therapists and education staff, who
work collaboratively to adapt learning environments, approaches, and intentions to meet individual needs. This integrated model
ensures that barriers to learning are reduced and that every pupil can access their learning pathway in a meaningful and sustained
way.

The trans-disciplinary team plays a pivotal role in enabling access, promoting progress, and fostering independence. Through this
cohesive approach, we ensure that every pupil is supported to develop the knowledge, skills, and strategies required for lifelong
learning and personal growth—guided at all times by our principle that Better Never Stops.

Creative Arts Therapy and Wellbeing Teams:

Dramatherapy

Intent: To work with pupils to promote a sense of self, well-being, and autonomy.

There are two Drama therapists working with students at Bedelsford School. They are trained in the specific approach of Sesame
Dramatherapy, which was initially created as a method for children with profound and multiple learning difficulties and disabilities.
Sesame works with non-verbal communication, metaphors, and symbols as an offering for the students to explore their sense of self,
autonomy and emotional well-being. This is based on the foundations of a positive therapeutic relationship, which is developed
through intensive non-verbal interaction in individual and group settings. We explore multimodal routes of self-expression with pupils
such as:

Movement with touch and sound
Character work

Stories

Improvisation

Performance

Music Therapy

Intent: To develop pupils’ self-expression and social interaction skills, and support their emotional and psychological well-being.

Three music therapists are working across Bedelsford School and Bedelsford Chaucer Centre. We provide individualised therapeutic
support to enable children and young people to safely explore their emotions and share their thoughts and feelings using music, song,
sounds, gestures, and movements. Music therapists support children to maximise their skills and resources, work on things they find
difficult, and celebrate their developing capacities, which might emerge in musical expression. Sessions support pupils to use their
imagination and creativity to explore and express their identity through music and engage in shared creative experiences with

others. Children can be offered individual, paired or group music therapy sessions.

Sessions can include:
e Spontaneously improvised music making
e Songs and songwriting
e Known songs or pre-composed music

Music therapists use individualised communication aids and assistive music technology to support children to engage in their sessions
with the greatest independence, and work closely with the wider multi-disciplinary team.

ELSA (Emotional Literacy Support)

Intent: To enable pupils to learn to understand their emotions and to respect the feelings of those people around them

ELSA (Emotional Literacy Support Assistants) are members of support staff who have undergone extensive training delivered by
educational psychologists to support the emotional development of pupils in school. At present, Bedelsford have two members of
staff who have received this training and they both receive regular external supervision to support them with their work.



Physiotherapy
Intent: To support pupils to maintain movement ranges and to increase physical independence.
Our Physiotherapy Team comprises of Physiotherapists and Physiotherapy Assistants who specialise in children’s physiotherapy.

When pupils start at Bedelsford their physical needs are assessed by a Physiotherapist and following this an appropriate individualised
physiotherapy programme will be set up if required. This will be integrated into their daily routine at school and will be carried out by
the physiotherapy team or classroom staff. Physiotherapy may be on a 1:1 basis or as part of a group. Where beneficial, some
sessions of Physiotherapy may take place in the hydrotherapy pool with a therapist.

Speech and Language Therapy

Intent: To enable pupils to communicate effectively, understand and express their emotions, and to eat and drink safely.

Our Speech and Language Therapy team is comprised of Therapists who are employed by the school and Therapists and Therapy
Assistants who are employed by ‘Your Healthcare’ at Bedelsford School. Bedelsford Chaucer Centre has one Speech and Language
Therapist who is employed by Merton LA. Our school employs therapists who support pupils from all boroughs, whilst the Your
Healthcare and Merton teams support pupils who live in Kingston, Richmond or Merton. All teams are highly specialised to assess and
support pupils with their Communication and Eating and Drinking needs. The Speech and Language Therapists work closely with Class
Teachers to assess each pupil and to implement programmes to support each pupil to reach their communicative and Eating and
Drinking goals.

Therapists and Therapy Assistants run specialist groups throughout the week and work on targets from pupils’ EHCPs and Individual
Learning Intentions. Therapists carry out assessments for students to use a range of communication aids and liaise with the
communication hubs to secure loan devices for pupils, where appropriate. Therapists contribute to EHCP documentation and write
reports for these meetings.

Occupational Therapy

Intent: To support pupils to develop their motor control, upper limb function and sensory regulation so that they can access
everyday activities.

Within Bedelsford School and Bedelsford Chaucer Centre, we have a team of qualified Occupational Therapists (OTs) and OT
Assistants, who work with pupils both in the classroom and individually in the Therapy spaces. All Therapists within the Occupational
Therapy team are employed by Achieving for Children at Bedelsford School and London Children’s Practice at Bedelsford Chaucer
Centre. They work closely with the other transdisciplinary team and attend weekly MDT meetings to review provision.

Pupils are assessed following admission to school through observation, discussion with parents and class teams and individual
assessment. Many pupils are provided with an Occupational Therapy programme, which is tailored to their areas of need, and aims to
have Occupational Therapy strategies embedded throughout the school day. Classroom staff are trained on any specific aspects of an
Occupational Therapy programme, and any required equipment is provided. A pupil’s individual intervention plan is based on clinical
need, with some pupils benefitting from individual or group sessions to focus on a particular skill area.

Occupational Therapy intervention, where required, should be identified on a pupil’s EHCP, which is reviewed annually through the
school EHCP review process. Where possible, OTs attend review meetings and will provide written reports yearly.

The OTs work jointly with other professionals, both in and outside of school, to focus on areas such as; Postural Management, Seating,
Sensory Needs, Access to AAC and/or Eating and Drinking and Upper limb Splinting.



Nursing

Intent: To promote a good standard of health for all pupils.

The Nurse aims to:

monitor, promote and maintain the health of the pupils

support pupils with their special needs through care planning, primarily with individual pupils and parents/carers
give prescribed medication

support and train teaching assistants in specific areas of care

support pupils towards a healthy lifestyle

liaise with parents and carers when changes take place

keep the school community up to date with current health issues

MOVE

Intent: To teach pupils with the skills of sitting, standing, walking and/or transferring to the best of their abilities to promote
physical independence.

MOVE stands for ‘Movement Opportunities Via Education’ and is a functional approach to teaching the skills needed for functional
movement skills leading to increased independence. Movement is a priority of our school day. We firmly believe that functional and
purposeful movement allows students to fully engage with their learning and life. Class teams and Therapists work together to plan
regular opportunities for movement and positional changes to both support social and educational opportunities for students and to
allow for the health benefits movement allows for.

A student may be put on the MOVE programme following a request from families, therapists, teachers, or a member of the Senior
Leadership Team. Students will then be discussed at the MOVE Team meeting, and an initial meeting with families and the team
supporting the student will be invited to attend. We plan, monitor and adjust plans as the student journeys through the school.
Targets are set in conjunction with pupils, families, teachers and therapists. Targets are embedded into EHCP outcomes, which
teachers break down into ILIs for pupils to work on throughout the term. We carefully plan each day to allow for new physical skills to
be taught and for skills to be practised.

Universal Offer for Transdisciplinary support at Bedelsford

Classrooms will cater for each learner through an environment which is responsive to each pupil’s needs. This may include;

The Physical and Proactive Environment

-A responsive environment where each learner has the right equipment to succeed

-Positional timetables for all pupils where positioning is matched with learning sessions so that pupils can achieve their goals (eg using
supportive equipment when accessing eye-gaze and using a standing frame/gait trainer for PE)

-Noise reduction in classrooms for students with HI/MSI/ASD

-Sensory circuits built into pupils’ daily routines (Proprioceptive and vestibular activities/ /deep pressure/joint compressions)

The Communicative Environment

-Total communication approach used to deliver learning

-Individual modes of communication agreed for all pupils and in place for all students where  needed
-Core and specific vocabulary symbols in the environment

-Class communication books/aids for modelling are available at all times

-Staff team trained in Makaton and communicating through Makaton Signs

-Hi-tech AAC trial periods where




The Curriculum

-Curriculum support from therapists for subject leads to write subject schemes of work to ensure learning outcomes and activities are
enhanced by therapy provision
-This curriculum approach is centred around a pupil’s EHCP and the engagement model

Targeted Offer

-MOVE Provision for students with complex movement difficulties (where appropriate)
-Specialist learning groups facilitated by therapists (e.g., Attention Autism, Zones of Regulation, MOVE, Mat and Movement Groups)

All pupils in receipt of therapy provision will receive:

-Individual learning intentions written in conjunction with the Class Teacher and lead therapist for the area of need (e.g., Class
Teacher co-writing Communication and Interaction targets with SALT Therapist)

-Small group, curriculum-focused learning opportunities produced and facilitated by teachers and therapists

-Small group therapy

Specialised Offer

Pupils accessing this offer will have this support named in their EHCPs or this will be facilitated by a request from a social worker or
health team.

1:1 therapeutic intervention
Health monitoring (CPIPS assessment/spine/orthotics referrals)
Liaison with AAC Hubs (e.g., GOSH/CHS) to secure loan devices for pupils

Pupils' learning experiences will be enhanced by a transdisciplinary approach where curriculum delivery and planning is supported by
the expertise of all parties involved in the education and care of our children and young people. Students access a range of learning
experience which are made accessible by their therapeutic needs being met.

Referral Process for Transdisciplinary Curriculum at Bedelsford School

Health Services

Health referrals are made in conjunction with the community teams. We work closely with professionals based in the community to
offer high standards of care and interventions to our pupils. Most pupils will have health-based interventions outlined on their EHCP.
Therapists are responsible for ensuring that this provision is carried out.

Emotional and Wellbeing Interventions

Referrals can be made by students, parents/carers or staff members. Referrals are managed centrally by the Assistant Headteacher
for Integrated Learning, who liaises with the Emotional Wellbeing Team to direct the right support to the pupil.



